[image: image1.png]



The All Party Parliamentary Group on Agriculture and Food for Development

Overseas Media Monitor 16th – 22ndJanuary

Somali Prime Minister Appeals for Assistance as 2.5 Million Starving from Drought
Somali militia said denying drought-stricken farmers access to Shabeelle River
Al-Shabaab Orders Collection of Money for Drought Victims in Southern Somalia
Somalis in Saudi Arabia collect funds for drought sufferers
SOMALILAND Somaliland: Governor of Sool Region Calls for Emergency Drought Assistance
Al-Shabab asks businessmen in southern Somalia regions to donate relief funds
Al-Shabab imposes higher taxes on livestock traders in Southern Somalia town
Somali capital residents stage demos over sale of food aid
Indonesia: FAO says food supply becoming scarce
Cuba's Fidel Castro laments past "errors"; decries rising global food prices
Al-Shabaab Donates Livestock to Needy People in Central Somalia
Article discusses Indian threat of stopping water-flow into Pakistan
Beijing to adopt tough water conservation measures
North Korean coop farms said busy with preparations
Jordanian project to solve water shortage in country
China announces five-year plan to invest in water projects
Kenya signs "lucrative" meat supply deal with Iran
China drought yet to affect winter wheat production - experts
"Iran, Sudan Ink Agricultural Deal" (Sun, 16 Jan)
Indonesia: Government to allow duty-free imports of food and fertilizers
Editorial says Pakistan's "flawed strategy" behind India's water terrorism
Vietnam: Swiss scientists report "alarming" levels of arsenic in water supply
Over 2 million short of drinking water in China amid drought
Zimbabwe said receives 12m dollar grant from China
Yemen, WFP sign 77m dollars security food network agreement
Israel-India Agricultural Excellence Center Inaugurated
Indonesian navy steps up fisheries, pollution patrols off North Maluku
"Confusion" over land policy affects SAfrica's agricultural sector investment
Chinese vice-premier calls for intensified anti-drought efforts
Indonesian Food Prices
Elders in south Afghanistan call for reducing water flow to Iran
North Korea keen to boost agricultural production
China allocates 15bn US dollars to support farmers
Mexico Agriculture Update
Kenya: Disarmament project stalls due to famine in northwest
Somalia's Puntland accuses aid agencies of failing to deliver assistance
North Korean people said ordered to donate food to military
India’s Dinamani Editorial Says Government Must Take Over All Agricultural Lands in India To Save Farmers
Analyst says Zimbabwe likely to witness food riots
Togo, Japan sign 2.6m-dollar agreement for food aid
Somali MPs accuse foreign forces of engaging in illegal fishing
Writer calls for construction of "wall" between north, south Sudan
Arab leaders to set food, water security as priorities in Sharm al-Shaykh summit
Egyptian envoy says Nile Basin summit postponed "for no apparent reason"
Aso report - KSA hikes food reserves
Uzbekistan exports some 1bn dollars worth of fruits, vegetables in 2010
Protest over rising food prices in Sudan
Somalia: Fishermen complain about harassment by Amisom soldiers
Nile summit in Uganda postponed
Venezuela Update
Columbian Government Aspires To Create 437,000 Jobs in Agriculture Sector Over 4 Years
Tajikistan leases 2,000 ha of land to Chinese farmers
Vietnam agriculture exports face long delays at Chinese border
Jordanians protest against rising food prices
Six children are said to have died of starvation in southern Somalia region
University students stage protest over rising food, petrol prices in Sudan
UN appeals for aid for Sri Lanka flood-hit people
Bangladesh said planning "exclusive" water transit for Bhutan
Venezuela B
Russia offers Afghanistan technology to destroy opium crops
	Somali Prime Minister Appeals for Assistance as 2.5 Million Starving from Drought


AFP20110118517002 London BBC Somali.com in Somali 15 Jan 11
[Interview With the Prime Minister of Somalia Muhammad Abdullahi Farmajo by BBC Radio Reporter Muhammad Haji Husayn in the United States -- recorded]
[BBC Announcer Yonis Alinur] In a speech to the UN Security Council [UNSC], Somali Prime Minister Muhammad Abdullahi Farmajo said the Transitional Federal Government of Somalia [TFG] has made progress in its war against the hardline Al-Shabaab group. The prime minister also told the UNSC that more than two million Somalis are starving due to the currentdrought in the country. Our reporter in the US, Muhammad Haji Husayn alias Shiine, sent this report after the prime minister addressed the press.
[Begin Recording] [Shiine] The prime minister later spoke to the press after addressing the UN Security Council. He answered many questing asked by the journalists. He said that he is appealing to the international community to assist the Somali people affected by drought. He said 2.5 million people are on the verge of dying of hunger due to the drought. He asked the international community to deliver emergency relief to these people. Answering a question about the severe drought in Somalia, the prime minster said the following.
[Farmajo] The droughts in the country are very devastating. This is one of the reasons why I came here [to the UN]. We [government] will make similar appeals to the international community to help offer emergency aid to the people affected by the drought, wherever we go. Up to now, we have only received a ship carrying aid from United Arab Emirates. We thank them for the assistance. We are asking the international community to donate aid to the Somali people affected by the drought.
[Shiine] The prime minister was asked why the youth fighting for Al-Shabaab are defecting to the government.
[Farmajo] This is part of our policy. Our policy is not to achieve peace through war. We are pursuing to restore peace in Somalia through dialogue. This policy has led many youths to defect from Al-Shabaab. We expect many others to defect from the group, since Al-Shabaab is a terrorist group that has no future for the teenagers. The group kidnaps teenagers to fight for it. The government informs the youth fighting for Al-Shabaab that they should defect from the group since the government will offer them education and employment which they deserve. It seems many of these youth have heard our appeal and are defecting from Al-Shabaab. We are expecting many defectors from Al-Shabaab in the coming weeks.
[Shiine] He was asked many questions regarding the foreign company which the government is said to have signed an agreement with. He, however, only briefly answered these questions, saying that, he has appointed a committee to look into to these agreements and added that the findings will come out in three weeks' time. Finally, he was asked whether he was optimistic that his government will achieve a lot in the 100 days as he had promised.
[Farmajo] We are hopeful and we pray that God will help us achieve our hopes. Today is the 49th day of the 100 days we had pledged to achieve development. We have done a lot and many others are still pending. We have proved to the public that th e government belongs to them. We have established links between the Somali people in the country and those living abroad. We have managed to pay salaries to our forces, which had not been paid for a long time. We have improved their morale and they are now ready to face their enemies. We have conducted reconciliations [between rival clans] in central regions. We mediated between rival clans in these regions and led to a peace agreement which is in the interest of the government and of these clans. [End Recording]



	

	


	Somali militia said denying drought-stricken farmers access to Shabeelle River


AFP20110118950032 Nairobi Radio Bar-Kulan in Somali 1600 GMT 17 Jan 11
Text of report by UN-backed, Nairobi-based, Somali-language Radio Bar-Kulan on 17 January
[Presenter] Al-Shabab militias are reportedly denying waters from Shabeelle River to the local farmers Sablaale [phonetic] District of Lower Shabeell Region, southern Somalia and villages nearby. Local farmers have complained.
The militias reportedly threatened anyone attempting to unblock the dams constructed by Al-Shabab in Sablaale District with amputation. Farmers in Kurtun Warey District confirmed that they had enough water after unblocking the dam in Janaale District, about which they had been complaining so long.
However, this comes as severe drought, which has claimed many lives, hits many parts of Lower Shabeelle Region, southern Somalia.
Somalia's Al-Shabab imposes restrictions on telephone, money transfer companies



	

	

	Al-Shabaab Orders Collection of Money for Drought Victims in Southern Somalia


AFP20110118517001 London Warsheekh.com in Somali 15 Jan 11
Shaykh Mahad Umar Abdikarim, the Al-Shabaab chairman in Bay and Bakool regions, has said that it is compulsory to assist people affected by the drought. The chairman made this statement after the Friday prayers in Dabaqenka Mosque in Baydhabo [Bay Region].
"We are currently in the period similar to the one led by pious Muslims before us and it is an obligation for each and every person who is working and students to pay $10 each to help the hungry," said the chairman.
He warned that those who would not help their hungry brothers would be forced to do so. The worshippers in the mosque interpreted the statement in different ways. Some worshippers said the statement made by Shaykh Mahad is an order.
On the other hand, Al-Shabaab which controls Bay, Bakool and Shabelle regions has taken over private water wells in these regions. Al-Shabaab said the move is aimed at deliveringwater to the people affected by the drought in these regions. Some of the owners of these water wells have been arrested by Al-Shabaab fighters.



	Somalis in Saudi Arabia collect funds for drought sufferers


AFP20110118950028 Nairobi Radio Bar-Kulan in Somali 1600 GMT 17 Jan 11
Text of report by UN-backed, Nairobi-based, Somali-language Radio Bar-Kulan on 17 January
[Presenter] Somali community in Riyadh town of Saudi Arabia said launched new box in which they are collecting funds in order to assist drought-stricken people in Somalia. This is coming after Somali community in Riyadh came to a meeting and assigned special committee to collect the funds from other Somalis in all regions in Saudi Arabia.
In an interview with Abukar Abdirahman, head of Somali community in Riyadh, the capital of Saudi Arabia, said that they appointed a panel, which comprises twelve people to collect the funds for the destitute Somalis in Somalia. He further added that they would organize a bigger meeting for all Somalis in Saudi Arabia in order to discus best access to assist Somali people affected by the severe droughts in Somalia.
He said that the fund collection process would continue until the fifteenth of the next month. "The fund for the drought-stricken Somalis in Somalia would be handed over the special committee, which was recently assigned by the transit ional government in Somalia," Abukar Abdirahman said.
However, this is coming as Somalia's President Shariif Shaykh Ahmed called Somalis in Diaspora to support people affected by severe droughts in many parts mainly south and central regions in country.




	SOMALILAND Somaliland: Governor of Sool Region Calls for Emergency Drought Assistance


AFP20110118597004 Hargeysa Somaliland Times Online in English 15 Jan 11 - 21 Jan 11
[Unattributed report: "Governor of Sool Region Pleads for Drought Emergency Assistance&qu ot;]
There are reports of serious drought in Sool region. The latest report came from the Governor of Somaliland's Sool region, Mr Abdillahi Jama Diriye. The Governor drew attention to the severity of the drought which he said has affected both human beings and animals. He also strongly pleaded for help, adding that he is optimistic that the government will respond to their request.
Governor Abdillahi Jama Diriye noted that the cost of living has gone up in Las Anod which has had a negative impact on citizens, especially low income people. He gave a positive evaluation of the security situation in Sool region but underlined the need for emergency assistance against the drought.



	

	


	Al-Shabab asks businessmen in southern Somalia regions to donate relief funds


AFP20110120950057 Mogadishu Shabeelle Media Network.net in Somali 19 Jan 11
Text of report by privately-owned Somali Shabeelle Media Network website on 19 January
The Movement for the Al-Shabab Mujahidin has today imposed a cash levy on traders in Bay and Bakool Regions [south western Somalia] which they said would be used in providing aid to civilians affected by drought in the Region.
Al-Shabab officials yesterday summoned traders and directors of telecommunication and money transfer agencies in the Region to a meeting in Baydhabo, Bay Region. Shaykh Mahad Umar Abdikarim, the Commander for the Al-Shabab forces in Bay and Bakool Region said Al-Shabab was determined to fight the Transitional Federal Government of Somalia [TFG] and AMISOM [African Union's Mission in Somalia] troops and as such these traders should take the initiative to make regular monthly payments. Shaykh Mahad said they were going to use the money to assist civilians affected by the drought and added that many of the residents in the Region are now on the verge of dying of starvation.
The businessmen who attended the meeting told the media they welcome the Al-Shabab initiative asking them to donate a fraction of their salary to funds meant to assist civilians affected by the severe drought in the country. Bay and Bakool Region are among the areas worst hit by the severe drought. Many of the residents have fled from their homes while others are stuck unable to walk due to the hunger.


Al-Shabab imposes higher taxes on livestock traders in Southern Somalia town


AFP20110120950085 Mogadishu Shabeelle Media Network.net in Somali 20 Jan 11
Text of report by privately-owned Somali Shabeelle Media Network website on 20 January
The Al-Shabab administration in the town of Kismaayo, Lower Jubba [southern Somalia] has today doubled the levy they have been imposing on the sale of livestock in the town.
According to reports reaching Shabeelle from Kismaayo, Al-Shabab has increased the amount of taxes imposed on business people who trade in livestock in the town. Some of the traders who contacted Shabeelle said the Al-Shabab Movement used to charge them 8,000 Somali shillings [Equivalent of 5 US dollars ] for every camel they sell whereas they have now been ordered to pay 16,000 Somali shillings. The Deputy Commander for the Al-Shabab administration in Kismaayo, Shaykh Abdirahin Mudey has told the media that the revenue collected from these traders will be used in assisting poor people in the Region.
Al-Shabab has in the recent past been harassing members of the public. Some of the youth arrested by the group in the town of Galcad in Galguduud Region [central Somalia] have escaped jail.



	

	

	Somali capital residents stage demos over sale of food aid


AFP20110120950058 Mogadishu Shabeelle Media Network.net in Somali 19 Jan 11
Text of report by privately-owned Somali Shabeelle Media Network website on 19 January
Demonstrations in opposition to the Al-Shabab movement are ongoing in the district of Ceel Carfid in the outskirts of Mogadishu which is under the group's control.
Protestors who were angry about alleged favouritism by Al-Shabab forces in the district have today staged a march. Some of the protestors are reported to have been arrested. The Protestors were angry about the release of vehicle earlier detained by the Al-Shabab movement which was carrying food aid headed for Lower Shabelle and was to be sold by traders there. Residents of Ceel Cirfiid said these traders have transferred the food to new sacks in order to disguise them and sale it to the wider public although it is meant to be given way freely.
Residents of Ceel Cirfiid were quite upset by the move in which the Al-Shabab movement let the vehicle carrying food aid go given that their forces have on several occasions in the past burned food belonging to traders and aid destined for civilians in these areas. The Protestors were shouting slogans saying "we do not want favouritism, we do not want those refusing to let aid through."
Some of the Protestors were businessmen whose goods including food stocks were earlier burned by the Al-Shabab movement. Tension is said to have been high in the district as Al-Shabab forces fired live bullets on the protestors. Losses sustained as a result of the shooting by Al-Shabab forces is not yet known, however, additional Al-Shabab fighters arrived in the district a short while after the protests begun in a bid to contain the angry residents.
The protests have dragged into the night and Al-Shabab forces in the town are said to have arrested up to 50 people among them women and children. Some of these protestors are said to have been living in very harsh conditions and by taking to the streets were venting their anger on Al-Shabab apparent favouritism. Among those arrested by Al-Shabab forces was a business woman who had some 10 sacks of food burned by Al-Shabab forces in the district claiming that they were part of food aid. Relatives of the civilians arrested by Al-Shabab forces are as of tonight making preparation to secure their release.
Tension is high in the district as residents are panic stricken. Senior officials of the Al-Shabab movement in the district have so far not spoken on the protests



	Indonesia: FAO says food supply becoming scarce


Text of report by Jakarta Bisnis Indonesia in Indonesian on 19 January

[Unattributed report: �Food Supply Is Becoming Limited�]
Food supply is becoming scarce. The government must be brave to make bold decisions. The Food and Agricultural Organization [FAO] predicts that the increase of world foodcommodities prices will potentially continue this year due to stock problems, especially cereal-output decrease of 5 per cent. According to the FAO data, the prospect of cereal - wheat production, rice, and other grains such us corns has decreased and has become uncertain due to the weather anomaly in some producing countries.
During the planting season of 2010/2011, world cereal production is predicted to decline by 1.4 per cent to 2.22 billion tons as compared to its position in 2009/2010, which was 2.26 billion tons. The biggest decrease is predicted to happen in the developed countries, which is by 7.6 per cent to 946.8 million tons, while the developing countries will experience the opposite, which is a growth of 3.8 per cent to 1.28 billion tons. "But, the production and stock of food depend on the weather. At the beginning of this year, the weather was not certain," said the FAO yesterday. In some countries in South America, for examples Brazil and Argentine are predicted to experience production growth, while South Africa's incentive decrease in corn production minimized the number of plants.
The FAO has said that during harvest time in 2010/2011, the balance between production and demand will be tight. This will have implication on the world food price increase in the last few months. The price of wheat and other grains have increased by 50 per cent. FAO's cereal price index has increased by 5 points in November 2010, and now stands at 225 points, the highest level since September 2008. This price index in 2011 is predicted to increase as production prospect fluctuates. The wheat price in the United States has increased by 47 per cent in a year and 11 per cent in one month - which is $324 per ton in December 2010 from $291 per ton in November 2010. The price of white rice in Thailand also has increased by 5 per cent to $566 per ton since December 2010 as compared to November 2010's $541 per ton.
The increase of wheat price is triggered by extreme weather, which has destroyed harvests in a number of producing countries such as Argentina. The price of rice in the international market has increased since June 2010. For example, the price of Thai rice has seen a 100 per cent rise to become $566 per ton. This increase is caused by tight export policy by Thailand and Vietnam to Bangladesh, Indonesia, and the Philippines.
The FAO says that the countries of Low Income Food Deficit Countries consisting of most Asian countries, Europe, Africa, and South America will decrease cereal import this year, but the import duty has increased up to 11 per cent because of increase in prices in the international market. Research Askap Futures head Wahyu Tribowo Laksono has said that the price offood commodities like rice, wheat, corn, and others and industrial metal are likely to increase due to economic recovery and natural disasters in a number of producing countries. "Floods in Brazil and Australia will influence the supply of commodities from countries, like coal from Australia and food from Brazil," he said. "This will influence the supply and impact on price increase," he added.
Food Crisis
Agus Pakpahan, head of the Indonesian Farming and Plantation Executive Association [Gapperindo], asks the government to watch out the world food crisis by increasing the capacity of domestic food production and anticipate increase in price for a long term. "The government can take import policies and increase consumption to overcome the limitation of food supply in a short term," he said. On the contrary, a number of society leaders have urged the government to anticipate world food production by eliminating import duty fee on food which is stated in the regulation of the Finance Minster [PMK] No 241/PMK.011/2010 dated 22 December 2010 on the classification of items and duty fee on imported goods.
KADIN head Suryo Bambang Sulisto has expl ained that PMK 241 is not in line with the direction of economic policy issued by the president, for example: maintaining price stability. "The increase of import duty fee on food and other supporting factors can disturb the supply of food, which in the end will influence food price stability," he said. KADIN Vice Head Haryadi B Sukamdani, who oversees monetary section, fiscal, and other public policies, hopes that the statement of objection will be a form of pressure to the government to postpone PMK 241 because if it is implemented, under import duty fee of 0 per cent, there will be no responsible party to account for loss that may take place.
Arief Budimanta, member of Commission XI of the parliament, has said that the government has been urged to use the constitutional logic while implementing the import duty of price import considering the fact that market logic is only offending people and the farmers. "I will never think of the purpose of decreasing import duty on rice had the national production met the needs of the people? If there is a slogan of weather anomaly, this is policy anomaly. It is clear in the financial note and state budget of 2011 that the government will promise to decrease import by increasing domestic production," Arief said.




	Cuba's Fidel Castro laments past "errors"; decries rising global food prices


Text of report in English by English-language government web portal Cuba.cu on 20 January

[The full text of the 271st instalment of Fidel Castro's "Reflections by Comrade Fidel" commentary series: "The Time has Come To Do Something" [Es hora ya de hacer algo].]

I shall relate a bit of history.
When the Spanish "discovered" us five hundred years ago, the estimated population on the Island was no more than 200,000 inhabitants who were living in harmony with nature. Their main sources of food came from the rivers, lakes and seas rich in protein; they were also carrying out a rudimentary form of agriculture that supplied them with calories, vitamins, mineral salts and fibre.
In some regions of Cuba they still have the custom of making "casabe", a kind of bread made from casaba. Certain fruits and small wild animals rounded off their diets. They used to concoct a beverage with fermented products and they brought to world culture the rather unhealthy habit of smoking.
The current population of Cuba is possibly 60 times greater than the one existing then. Although the Spanish mixed with the native population, they practically exterminated them by making them work in the fields as semi-slaves and by the search for gold in the river sands.
The native population was replaced by the importing of Africans captured by force and enslaved, a cruel practice that was applied during centuries.
Of great importance for our existence were the eating habits that were created. We were turned into consumers of pork, beef, lamb, milk, cheese and other by-products; wheat, oats, barley, chickpeas, kidney beans, peas and other legumes coming from different climates.
Originally we had corn and sugar cane was introduced among the calorie-rich plants.
Coffee was brought in by the conquistadors from Africa; cacao was possibly brought from Mexico. Both of these, along with sugar, tobacco and other tropical products became enormous sources of resources for the metropolis after the slave rebellion in Haiti that occurred at the beginning of the nineteenth century.
The slave-based production system lasted in fact until the transfer of Cuban sovereignty by Spanish colonialism to the United States, in a bloody and extraordinary war where Spain had been defeated by the Cubans.
When the Revolution triumphed in 1959, our island was a true Yankee colony. The United States had duped and disarmed our Liberation Army. One couldn't speak of developedagriculture, but of immense plantations exploited on the base of manual and animal labour that in general used neither fertilizers nor machinery. The great sugar mills belonged to the Americans. Several of them had more than one hundred thousand hectares; others were tens of thousands of hectares in size. All together there were more than 150 sugar mills, including those belonging to Cubans; they were working less than four months a year.
The US received Cuban sugar during two great world wars, and had conceded a sales quota on its markets to our country, tied in with commercial commitments and limitations on ouragricultural production, despite the fact that sugar was in part produced by them. Other decisive branches of the economy such as the ports and the oil refineries were American property. Their companies possessed huge ships, industrial centres, mines, docks, maritime and rail lines along with public services as vital as the electric and telephone systems.
For those who want to understand, that's all you need.
In spite of the fact that the necessities of rice, corn, fats, grains and other food production were important, the United States was imposing determinate limits on everything that was in competition with its own domestic production, including the subsidized sugar beet.
Of course, in terms of food production it is a real fact that within the geographical limits of a small, rainy and hurricane-beset tropical country bereft of machinery, dams, irrigation systems and adequate equipment, Cuba could not have the resources, nor did it have the conditions to compete with the American mechanized productions of soy, sunflower, corn, legumes and rice. Some of these, such as wheat and barley could not be grown in our country.
It is a fact tha t the Cuban Revolution has not enjoyed a moment of peace. The Agrarian Reform had barely been passed, before the five-month mark of the revolutionary triumph had been reached and the programmes of sabotage, fires, obstruction and the use of harmful chemical measures were begun against our country. These even came to include pests to attack vital productions and even human health.
By underestimating our people and their decision to fight for their rights and their independence, they committed an error.
Of course, none of us at that time possessed the experience collected during many years; we were taking off from fair ideas and a revolutionary conception. Perhaps the main error of idealism that was committed, was to think that in the world there was a determinate amount of justice and respect for the rights of peoples when, certainly, it didn't exist at all. Nevertheless, the decision to fight wouldn't depend on this.
The first task taking up our efforts was to prepare for the struggle that was coming up.
Experience acquired in the heroic battle against Batista's tyranny showed that the enemy, no matter what his strength, could not defeat the Cuban people.
The country's preparation for the struggle turned into the people's main effort, and it took us to episodes that were as decisive as the battle against the mercenary invasion promoted by the United States in April of 1961, the landing at the Bay of Pigs escorted by the US Marines and Yankee planes.
Unable to resign themselves to the independence and exercise of the sovereign rights of Cuba, the government of that country adopted the decision to invade our territory. The USSR had absolutely nothing to do with the triumph of the Cuban Revolution. The Revolution did not assume a socialist nature because of support from the USSR; it was the other way around: support from the USSR was produced by the socialist nature of the Cuban Revolution. To such a degree, that when the USSR disappears, Cuba keeps on being socialist.
By some means, the USSR learned that Kennedy would try to use Cuba with the same method that they had applied in Hungary. That led to the errors committed by Khrushchev in regards to the October Crisis that I saw the need to criticize. But it was not only Khrushchev who made a mistake, so did Kennedy. Cuba had nothing to do with the history of Hungary, and the USSR had nothing to do with the Revolution in Cuba. This was the sole and exclusive fruit of the struggle of our people. Khrushchev merely made the brotherly gesture of sending weapons to Cuba when it was being threatened by the invasion that was organized, trained, armed and transported by the United States. Without the weapons sent to Cuba, our people would have defeated the mercenary forces as it had defeated Batista's army and occupied all the military equipment it possessed: 100,000 weapons. If the direct invasion of the United States against Cuba had occurred, our people would have been fighting right up to the present time against its soldiers, who would surely have had to fight against millions of Latin Americans. The US had committed the greatest mistake in all its history and perhaps the USSR would still be in existence today.
Hours prior to the invasion, after the cunning attack on our air force bases by US planes painted with Cuban insignia, the socialist nature of our Revolution was declared. The Cuban people fought for socialism in that battle that passed into history as the first victory against imperialism in the Americas.
Ten US presidents have come and gone, the eleventh is now passing through and the Socialist Revolution is standing firm. Also coming and going were all the governments that were accomplices to the crimes of the United States against Cuba, and our Revolution is standing firm. The USSR has disappeared and the Revolution moved forward. It didn't take place with the permission of the United States; instead it is being submitted to a cruel and merciless blockade; with terrorist act s that took the lives or injured thousands of people, whose authors today enjoy total impunity; anti-terrorist Cuban fighters are condemned to life sentences; a so-called Cuban Adjustment Act concedes entry, residence and employment in the United States. Cuba is the only country in the world whose citizens have that privilege, one that is denied to Haitians after the earthquake that killed more than 300,000 persons and the rest of the citizens in the hemisphere, those being persecuted and expelled by the empire. Nevertheless, the Cuban Revolution stands firm.
Cuba is the only country on the planet that cannot be visited by US citizens; but Cuba exists and stands firm, only 90 miles away from the United States, fighting its heroic fight.
We, the Cuban revolutionaries, have committed errors, and we shall go on making mistakes, but never shall we make the mistake of being traitors.
Never have we chosen illegality, lies, demagoguery, duping the people, pretence, hypocrisy, opportunism, bribery, the total lack of ethics, abuses of power, including crime and repugnant tortures which, with obvious albeit doubtlessly worthy exceptions, have characterized the conduct of the presidents of the United States.
At this moment, humankind is facing serious problems without precedent. The worst is that to a large degree the solutions shall depend upon the richest and most developed countries, the countries that shall reach a situation which they are really in no condition to face unless the world they have been trying to mould for their egoistic interests crumbles around them and which inevitably leads to disaster.
I am not speaking about wars, whose risks and consequences have been transmitted by wise and brilliant people, including many Americans.
I am referring to the food crisis originating in the economic facts and the climatic changes that are apparently now irreversible as a consequence of the actions of man, but which, at any rate, human minds are under the obligation to face in a hurry. For years, which was really time lost, the matter was being talked about. But the country which emits the greatest amount of polluting gases in the world, the United States, was regularly ignoring world opinion. Leaving protocol and the other customary stupidities of the men of state in consumer societies to one side, things that the influence of the media usually bewildered them with once they came into power, the reality is that they didn't pay any attention to the matter. An alcoholic, whose problems were widely known, and I don't need to name him, imposed his line of thinking upon the international community.
The problems have suddenly taken shape now, through the phenomena that are being repeated on every continent: heat waves, forest fires, losses of harvests in Russia, with many victims; climate changes in China, excessive rainfalls or droughts, progressive losses of water reserves in the Himalayas threatening India, China, Pakistan and other countries; excessive rainfall in Australia that have flooded almost a million square kilometres; unusually harsh and unseasonable cold waves in Europe that have considerable impact on agriculture; droughts in Canada; unusual cold waves there and in the US; unprecedented rain in Colombia affecting millions of farming land; never-before seen rainfall in Venezuela; catastrophes caused by excessive rain in the great cities of Brazil and droughts in the South. There is practically no region in the world where such events have not taken place.
Productions of wheat, soya, corn, rice and other numerous grains and legumes that make up the food base of the world -whose population today according to calculations totals almost 6.9 billion inhabitants, now coming close to the new figure of 7billion, and where more than one billion are suffering from hunger and malnutrition -are being seriously affected by climate changes, creating a very serious problem in the world. When reserves have not been totally recovered or just partially in some ite ms, a serious threat is now creating problems and destabilization in many States.
More than 80 countries, all of them in the Third World, already having difficult problems of their own, are being threatened with real famines.
I shall limit myself to quote these statements and reports, in a summary fashion, which have been published in the last few days:
"The UN is warning about the risk of a new food crisis.
"January 11, 2011 (AFP)"
"'We are facing a very tense situation'..." FAO corroborates.
"Some 80 countries are facing a shortage of food..."
"The global rate of prices for basic agricultural products (grains, meat, sugar, oleaginous and dairy products) is currently at its highest level since FAO began to use that index rate 20 years ago."
"UNITED NATIONS, January (IPS),"
"The UN Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO), with headquarters in Rome, last week alerted that world prices for rice, wheat, sugar, barley and meat [...] would undergo significant increases in 2011..."
"PARIS, January 10 (Reuters) -President Nicolas Sarkozy of France shall be taking his campaign to confront the high global food prices to Washington this week ..."
"Basel (Switzerland), January 10 (EFE).-The president of the Central European Bank (BCE), Jean Claude Trichet, spokesperson for the governors of the central banks of the Group of 10 (G-10), today cautioned about the strong rise in food prices and the inflationist threat in emerging economies."
"The World Bank fears a crisis in the price of foods, January 15 (BBC)
"The president of the World Bank, Robert Zoellick, told the BBC that the crisis would be deeper than that of 2008."
"MEXICO DF, January 7 (Reuters)"
"The annual rhythm of inflation for foods has increased threefold in Mexico in November as compared to two months ago..."
"Washington, January 18 (EFE)
"The climate change will aggravate the lack of foods, according to a study."
"'Since more than 20 years ago, scientists have been alerting about the impact of climate change, but nothing is changing other than the increase in emissions that cause global warning', Liliana Hisas, executive director of the US affiliate of this organization told EFE.
"Osvaldo Canziani, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize in 2007 and scientific adviser for the report, indicated that 'in the entire world meteorological episodes and extreme climatic conditions are being recorded, and increases in average surface temperatures are exacerbating the intensity of these episodes'."
"(Reuters) January 18, Algeria is buying wheat to avoid shortages and unrest.
"The State grain agency of Algeria has bought around 1 million tons of wheat in the last two weeks to avoid shortages in the case of unrest, a Ministry of Agriculture source informed Reuters.
"(Reuters) January 18, Wheat shows a strong gain in Chicago after Algerian purchases."
"The Economist, January 18, 2011
"World alert due to food prices"
"Among the main causes are the floods and droughts caused by climatic changes, the use of foods to manufacture bio-fuels and speculation in commodities prices."
The problems are dramatically serious. However, all is not lost.
Current calculated wheat production reached almost 650 million tons.
That of corn surpasses that amount and nears 770 million tons.
Soy could come close to 260 million tons; of this the US calculates 92 million and Brazil 77 million. They are the two greatest producers.
The general data on grains and legumes available in 2011 are well-known.
The first matter to be resolved by the world community would be to choose between foods and bio-fuels. Brazil, a developing country, shall of course have to be compensated.
If the millions of tons of soy and corn being invested into bio-fuels are routed towards the production of foods, the unusu al rise in prices would cease and the world's scientists would be able to propose formulae that might in some way or other halt and even reverse the situation.
We have lost too much time. The time has come to do something now.
Fidel Castro Ruz
January 19, 2011
9 y 55 p.m.



	

	

	Al-Shabaab Donates Livestock to Needy People in Central Somalia


AFP20110113637005 Baydhabo Radio Andalus in Somali 1000 GMT 10 Jan 11
The zakat office in the administration of the Middle Shabeelle Islamic Region has started the distribution of livestock to poor people in Warshaykh district of the same region. Our reporter Hudeyfa Shaykh Abdirasak has the details.
[Begin recording] [Abdirasak] The zakat office in the administration of the Middle Shabeelle Islamic Region has started distributing livestock to poor people in Warshaykh district of the same region. It is worth noting that the Islamic administration in the region last month embarked on a program of collecting animals from the region's richer people with the aim of redistributing them to the poor people in the region. The beneficiaries have expressed happiness and warmly welcomed the initiative. During the process of the distribution, we were able to talk to some of the beneficiaries.
[Unidentified female speaker] In the name of Allah, a salaam alaykum. [greetings in Arabic] Today we have received charity from our brother mujahidins. I personally received five goats and I am very grateful 100 percent. We pray for the mujahidins and curse the infidels. Long live Al-Shabaab.
[Abdirasak] The beneficiaries expressed their happiness and thanked the Islamic administration. [end recording]



	Article discusses Indian threat of stopping water-flow into Pakistan


Text of article by Abdul Zahoor Khan Marwat headlined "Will the next Indo-Pak war be fought on water?" published by Pakistani newspaper The News website on 17 January

Few people in Pakistan are aware of the danger to the country's agriculture and hydel projects emanating from India's malafide efforts to deny water to Pakistan. Even fewer know that India has either started construction or planned over 100 dams on western rivers. In fact, the water issue is a potential conflict area due to its strategic implications for Pakistan.
One example is the Baglihar Hydroelectric Plant that was commissioned in 2008. During the dam's initial filling, India violated the clauses of the Indus Water Treaty by not filling the dam in stipulated timeframe and by not ensuring requisite inflow at the Marla Headworks of Pakistan. The drastic reduction of inflow at Marla led to the closure of Marla-Ravi Link (MRL) Canal, which resulted in non-availability of irrigation water for paddy crops in Marala Command Canals area covering over 10,000,000 acres of land. It also resulted in reduced filling of Mangla Dam due to excessive drawing of water from it to cover the deficiency of waters at the Marala Headworks. Consequently, the reduced filling of Mangla Dam resulted in an acute shortage of water for Rabi (autumn/ winter) crops in Pakistan.
Another issue concerns the Kishenganga Hydroelectric Project on the River Neelum (called Kishenganga River by India), located near the Line of Control in the Indian Occupied Kashmir (IOK). The project also envisages diversion of River Neelum, which is reserved for Pakistan's Neelum-Jhelum Hydroelectric Project, work on which started in 1989. The diversion of waterin Kishenganga project will reduce the water flow at the Neelum-Jhelum project and generation capacity of Neelum-Jhelum Project by 20%. Also, it will have adverse effects on ecology of the area, especially fauna and flora, due to diversion of water from its original course.
Moreover, the construction of the Wullar Barrage would provide India control over River Jhelum, which may be used to deprive Pakistan of water of River Jhelum during winter season. The Wullar Barrage Project is located on Jhelum and involves artificial rising of water in complete contradiction to the Indus Waters Treaty. Apparently, the basic idea behind the Wullar Barrage is that India wants to create an additional storage in the Wullar Lake, which would be utilised to augment the water flow to their winter season, when the inflow decreases.
Not only the above, a number of hydroelectric projects are being planned by India on the rivers reserved for Pakistan to further choke the water flow. These include 24 projects on River Chenab, 52 on River Jhelum and 18 on River Indus.
It goes without saying that Pakistan's agriculture and hydropower generation is under a serious threat. Due to the sensitivity of the issue and its impact on Pakistan, if the issue is not resolved it could lead to a confrontation between the two nuclear armed neighbours.




	Beijing to adopt tough water conservation measures


Text of report in English by official Chinese news agency Xinhua (New China News Agency)

[Xinhua: "Beijing To Adopt Tough Water Conservation Measures"]
Beijing, Jan. 17 (Xinhua) - Beijing will adopt tough water management measures in the next five years to ease acute water shortages, according to local water authorities.
The measures include setting warning lines for the quantity of water consumption, efficiency of water use and water pollution levels within the metropolitan area, Bi Xiaogang, spokesman with the Beijing Water Authority, was quoted as saying by Monday's Beijing Daily.
Local governments would be punished if they missed the targets, he said, adding it was the first time that such measures had been formulated.
The measures, which were still being drafted by the municipal government, will be implemented during the first half of 2011, Bi was quoted as saying.
Beijing has been plagued by drought for 12 years in a row, during which its per capita amount of water resources has been nearly halved to about 150 cubic meters.
With nearly 20m residents and more than 4.7m vehicles, the metropolis has a water resource deficit of 400m cubic meters, although it transferred 320m cubic meters of water from neighbouring Hebei Province last year.



	

	


	North Korean coop farms said busy with preparations


Text of report in English by state-run North Korean news agency KCNA website

Pyongyang, January 18 (KCNA) - The cooperative farms in the DPRK are busy with preparations for this year's farming.
The joint New Year editorial set the agricultural front as a lifeline for improving the standard of people's living. The agricultural workers are pushing ahead with those preparations faster than last year in hearty response to it.
Coop farms in Sunan and Ryongsong Districts and other areas of Pyongyang singled it out as one of the important ways for attaining their high goals to increase the fertility of paddy and non-paddy fields and are now channelling their efforts into the drive to do so.
The farmers in South Hwanghae Province are focusing their efforts on the production of quality organic fertilizer and its transport to the fields.
The province plays an important role in the nation's agricultural development.
The farmers of North Hamgyong Province are carrying thousands of tons of manure to paddy and non-paddy fields every day despite unfavourable weather conditions by mobilizing all manpower and means of transport available under detailed plans.
Those in South and North Phyongan [p'yo'ngan] Provinces and other areas are taking good care of high-yield seeds suited to the topographical and soil conditions already prepared for sowing.
Signal successes are being also made in the production of compost and bio-fertilizers.
The repair and maintenance of farm machines and implements are making brisk headway on coop farms across the country to make this year's farming successful.
Meanwhile, a high-pitched drive is now under way at the tractor spare parts plants to provide the farms with a sufficient number of parts. Coop farms are provided with huge quantities of compost and farm implements by employees of the Cabinet, ministries and national institutions and those in various provinces, cities and counties.



	

	

	Jordanian project to solve water shortage in country


Text of report in English by official Jordanian news agency Petra-JNA website

Amman, Jan 16 (Petra) - Minister of Water and Irrigation Muhammad al-Najjar said on Sunday [16 January] that the Dissi water conveyance project is proceeding without delay and will be completed according to the set schedule.
Najjar told a press conference that there were no hindrances to the mega project to draw water from the southern Dissi Aquifer to Amman to meet a growing demand on water in the capital and surrounding areas and ease severe water shortages across the country.

He said no parties could afford delaying the project, which he said would come at a high price with non-governmental parties incurring the biggest loss, adding that he expected the project to be handed over upon completion in 2013.
"No party is hampering work in the project with the amount of needed pipes available and digging of wells and reservoirs as well as designs progressing according to plan, although there's some delay in digging ditches and laying pipes," he said.

The Red Sea-Dead Sea Canal Project is another mega project on the government's agenda to solve the chronic water problem.

The minister said the government had approached a number of international firms interested in the water conveyance venture and the developer would be picked after tender documents had been forwarded later this year and when the World Bank completed environmental studies on the project. Najjar told citizens not to worry because of the late rain season, assuring that his ministry, the Water Authority and the Jordan Valley Authority had put in place contingency plans to deal with the water situation.



	China announces five-year plan to invest in water projects


Text of report in English by official Chinese news agency Xinhua (New China News Agency)

[Xinhua: "China To Invest 2 Trillion Yuan in Water Projects in Next 5 Years"]
BEIJING, Jan. 20 (Xinhua) - China will invest 2 trillion yuan (303 billion US dollars) into water projects during the next five years, said an official with the Ministry of Water Resources on Thursday.
Half of the investment will come from central government coffers, said Zhou Xuewen, who is in charge of project planning with the ministry.
In the year 2011 alone, the central government will invest more than 20 billion yuan to push forward construction of key projects. The investment will also go into projects to provide 60 million more people with access to safe drinking water in rural areas, Zhou said.
By the end of 2011, 77 per cent of rural people will have access to safe drinking water, he said. Meanwhile, the ministry will continue to fix old reservoirs and embankments with safety problems as fixing and building water infrastructure is the ministry's strategic focus this year, he added.
China's investment in water projects during the past five years surpassed 700 billion yuan, higher than any previous five-year periods, said Chen Lei, minister of water resources.



	Kenya signs "lucrative" meat supply deal with Iran


Text of report by Moses Michira entitled "Kenya signs lucrative meat supply deal with Iran" published by Kenyan daily newspaper Business Daily website, owned by the Nation Media Group on 19 January; subheadings as published

Kenya has signed a lucrative meat supply tender with Iran, marking a major boost for the nascent beef export sector whose growth has been limited by lack of access to international markets.
The 1,000 metric tonnes [MT] per month supply deal was signed by the state-owned processor Kenya Meat Commission (KMC) and Iranian government officials.
KMC chief executive Ali Hassan Mohammed said the export quota will be increased depending on the level of demand.
"We have signed a deal with Iranian officials for 1,000MT every month and this could be reviewed upwards," said Mr Mohammed.
The 500m shillings [about 5.9m dollars]-a-month deal will also be welcome news for pastoralists in drought-stricken North Eastern and Rift Valley regions as it will open a new market for their livestock.
KMC, which is Kenya's largest meat processor, currently exports about 3,000 metric tonnes of beef to the Middle East countries of Qatar and the United Arab Emirates.
Mr Mohammed said KMC is also eyeing Egypt and Saudi Arabia markets.
Kenya's beef export industry suffered a major setback in 2007 after key buyers in the European Union slapped a ban on the product following detection of livestock diseases.
This came at a time when KMC's performance was picking up after years of mismanagement that had plagued its operations resulting in the institution shutting down operations at the turn of the century.
Another meat processor, Farmers' Choice, is also set to explore new export markets for its products with the completion of its 240m shillings [2.8m dollars]-abattoir in Kahawa West on the outskirts of Nairobi.

Export market

The facility, which will process Halal products, was developed with funds from Nortura, a firm owned by the Norwegian government, and the Aga Khan Fund for Economic Development, (AKFED) to help it venture into the lucrative beef export market.
Maurice Abuom, the general manager at the Export Promotion Council, said Kenya has huge potential in the export market.
"We have capacity to grow our meat export market through resolving supply issues like delivery logistics," said Mr Abuom.
Figures from the Kenya National Bureau of Statistics show that the value of marketed livestock production shot up to 14.6bn shillings [172m dollars] in 2009 owing to the droughtexperienced then.
KMC exports about 3,000 metric tonnes of beef to the Middle East countries of Qatar and the United Arab Emirates per month. 
The figure could be even bigger this year since the meteorological department has warned that the weather could be more severe this year.
Due to high quality demand for meat meant for the export market, the end-buyers pay a premium that KMC estimates at about 80 per cent more than the local price.
Mr Mohammed said the international market offers the local livestock industry a rosy future, as KMC seeks to recruit farmers for beef production.
"We want to take at least 70 per cent of our production to the export market, while the rest will be taken up by the emerging middle class," he said adding, "I want to contract farmers to produce quality livestock."
Through contract farming, the livestock farmers will enter into an agreement with the meat processor to deliver healthy animals in a specified age limit as demanded by consumers.
He said animals delivered to the market were older than demanded by most markets, and introducing contract farming would ensure that KMC satisfies demands of new markets.
Prices for the contract farmers' livestock will be set before the actual delivery, Mr Mohammed said.

Offering loans

The government announced last week that it was offering ranchers loans of up to 10m shillings [118,000 dollars] each to buy additional stock from pastoralists whose herds have been hit by the ongoing drought.
The loans, to be extended through the Agricultural Finance Corporation, will seek to enable ranchers with capacity to hold more animals on their farms to buy the livestock and cushion the herders from imminent losses arising from drought.
Statistics from the Livestock ministry indicate that more than two-thirds of red meat is produced in the arid and semi-arid lands where pastoralists keep about 70 per cent of the country'slivestock herds, estimated at about 9.7 million beef cattle, 9.6 million goats, 8.3 million sheep and 800,000 camels.
KMC also supplies meat products to government agencies that include the Department of Defence and public universities.



	China drought yet to affect winter wheat production - experts


Text of report in English by official Chinese news agency Xinhua (New China News Agency)

BEIJING, Jan. 19 (Xinhua) - Chinese agricultural experts said Wednesday that the lingering drought in north China has not had serious implications for winter wheat crops, though moredrought-relief efforts are needed.
Rainfall in north China, including provinces of Shanxi, Hebei and Shandong, has decreased 20 to 90 per cent from the average rain in the same period since October last year, posing challenges for growing winter wheat, experts said at a meeting held by the Ministry of Agriculture.
"If the drought continues to plague north China, winter wheat production will be severely challenged," said Yu Zhenwen, academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering.
They urged more efforts be made to strengthen field management, combat pests and diseases and increase technological support for wheat growers to fight the drought.
Also, governments at all levels should pay more attention to the drought and work to minimize its impact on wheat producing areas.
The relentless drought has affected 4 million hectares of cropland as of Monday, according to the State Flood Control and Drought Relief Headquarters.




	Iran, Sudan ink agricultural deal


Text of report in English by Iranian conservative, privately-owned Fars News Agency website

Tehran, 16 January: Iranian and Sudanese Ministers of Agriculture on Sunday [16 January] singed a 44mn- dollar contract on the supply of electro pumps to Sudan by Iran's private sector. 
The contract was signed by visiting Sudanese Minister of Agriculture Abd-al-Halim Isma'il al-Muta'afi and Iran's Agricultural Jihad Minister Sadeq Khalilian here in Tehran today.
Iran also agreed to extend help and assistance to Sudan's planning for 160,000 hectares of its farms and fields.
During the ceremony, Khalilian pointed to the two countries' high capacities in agriculture, and stressed the need for continued mutual cooperation between the two countries.
"There are several documents of agricultural cooperation between Iran and Sudan that should be implemented as soon as possible," the Iranian minister stated.
The Sudanese minister, for his part, pointed to the existence of vast fertile fields in his country, and asked Iran to help his country to equip these fields with new irrigation systems.
He also asked Iran to provide Sudan with modern agro technology and know-how.
In October 2010, Khalilian had voiced Tehran's preparedness to provide Sudan with technical and engineering services as well as machineries in the field of agriculture.
The minister also announced that Tehran plans to launch an agro-industrial complex in Sudan, and added, "A plot of land in Sudan has been allocated for the construction of the complex."
Khalilian said at the time that Iran planned to produce wheat and sugar in the land and was ready to transfer its agriculture-related know-how to the African country. 
Iran can also erect a paper producing factory and hold training courses in Sudan, the Iranian official pointed out then. 


	

	

	

	


	Indonesia: Government to allow duty-free imports of food and fertilizers


Text of report in English by Indonesian Jakarta Globe website thejakartaglobe.com on 20 January

[Article by Camelia Pasandaran & Faisal Maliki Baskoro: 'Ministers Deciding Food Import Duty Exceptions in Indonesia']
Article Transcription: To secure national food supplies amid global volatility, the government said on Thursday [20 Jan 11] that it planned to allow duty-free imports of 30 different foodstuffs and agricultural products.
"It hasn't been finalised yet, but it will include wheat and other foods, livestock feed and fertiliser," Trade Minister Mari Elka Pangestu said at the Vice Presidential Palace.
President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono has voiced concern over the sky-rocketing prices of food and possible scarcity if grower nations begin limiting exports to meet demand at home.
In a recent cabinet meeting, he asked ministers to secure the national food stocks to ensure the people would always have access to food at affordable prices. The government has allowed duty-free imports of rice since 22 December 2010.
Anticipating a backlash from local producers, Trade Minister Mari Elka Pangestu said they should not worry about duty-free imports hurting their income.
"They will not be left unprotected. Moreover, it is not harvest season yet. This is only meant to maintain the stock of the State Logistics Agency [Bulog]. It will not affect the price." she said.
If prices do fall, Pangestu said, Bulog will purchase the products of Indonesian farmers. In addition to guaranteeing price stability, she said, the government was also trying to maintain domestic production by providing seeds and fertiliser.
Harvests have been hit hard by the La Nina weather phenomenon, which caused heavy downpours throughout the dry season, reducing yields and contributing to higher prices.
Chilli production, for example, fell by 30 per cent after unseasonable rain caused harvests to fail.
The drop in supply has seen chilli prices surge fivefold in the past year to around IDR 100,000 (USD 11) per kilogram, making the peppers more expensive than beef and hurting households in a nation famed for its spicy cuisine.
Some business associations welcomed the government's plan to lift the import duty.
Ratna Sari Lopies, executive director of the Indonesian Flour Mills Association, said if wheat were exempted from the import duty, flour manufacturers would not increase their prices.
"Flour production depends on imported wheat. There are two main things that affect flour prices, international wheat prices and the import duty," she said.
Flour manufacturers initially planned to raise prices 5 per cent, Lopies said, but even a small increase in the cost of the staple could hurt consumers.
"Most of our consumers are small businesses. Even the slightest increase would be hard for the noodle and cookie sellers. It may even cause social unrest. I hope that the government can put wheat onto their list. Flour can be considered as the second staple food after rice, and there's no need to impose such a policy to protect local farmers because we don't grow that here," she said.
Indonesia imports its wheat, mainly from the US and Australia. It imported five million tonnes of wheat last year, with imports expected to rise 10 per cent in 2011.
Johan Unggul, chairman of the Indonesian Fertiliser Trader Association, said he hoped raw materials for producing fertiliser would also be duty-free.
"Fertiliser is very important for farmers as it can increase crop yield by five times. Competition among fertiliser companies is tight, making it hard to raise price. The last thing we need is the import duty," he said.



	

	


	Editorial says Pakistan's "flawed strategy" behind India's water terrorism


Text of editorial: "Construction of Kishanganga dam continues owing to flawed strategy of Pakistan" published by Jinnah on 17 January

By not filing the application for stay order against the construction of Kishanganga Dam in the International Court of Arbitration [ICC], Pakistan has given India the opportunity to continue work on Kishanganga Dam project.
The ICC held its court meeting on 14 January in Hague, city of Holland, where Pakistan even surprised India by demanding India not to stop working on the construction of Kishanganga Dam.
According to the Indian media, India was expecting Pakistan to make an immediate demand for stopping the work on Kishanganga Dam project and obtain a stay order, when the issue of Kishanganga Project would be brought in the ICC. However, by not doing so, Pakistan has provided India the opportunity to continue the construction work on Kishanganga project. India was highly delighted when Pakistan did not file the plea for stay order during the Hague meeting.
Pakistan has been constantly reiterating its demand that India should immediately stop construction work on Kishanganga project because it is violation of Indus Water Treaty between India and Pakistan. The ICC asked both Pakistan and India to present their written standpoint with regard to Kishanganga dam project.
In case, Pakistan does not file petition to immediately stop work on Kishanganga project, India will pace up work on this project. Earlier too, India has completed construction of Baglihar Dam, despite all kinds of objections raised by Pakistan. Thus, India started storing water share that belonged to Pakistan. This is why, during the last summer season Pakistan has to face shortage of water for its agriculture.
This illustrates the flawed strategy of the Pakistani government. The entire attention of the Pakistani government is focused on pleasing its political allies or increasing dearness. It seems that the Pakistani government has shut its eyes to all other responsibilities. The export of onion to India to help the Indian masses and leaving its own masses on the mercy of dearness makes it clear that our enemy is busy conducting water terrorism on our waters and is following the strategy to sterilize our gold rich fertile lands, and our authority holders are offering India gifts of onion and that too by snatching it from the local common masses.
During last days, Pakistan had removed Jamaat Ali Shah, former chairman of Indus Water Commission, from his office and assigned the duties to another gentleman Memon. However, the performance of Memon looks poorer than even his predecessor.
What is needed is that Pakistan should take all the steps to stop India from constructing dam on Pakistan's shares of water and effectively present its case to the ICC, so that India could be kept away from accomplishing its heinous objectives.



	

	

	Vietnam: Swiss scientists report "alarming" levels of arsenic in water supply


Text of report in English by VietNamNet Bridge news portal on 19 January

[Unattributed report: "65 per cent of wells in Red River Delta unsafe"]
VietNamNet Bridge -Around 65 per cent of wells in Vietnam's Red River Delta contain arsenic, manganese, selenium and barium at unsafe levels, posing a serious health threat to about 7 million people, according to a research done by Swiss scientists, released on January 17.
The pollution in the Red River Delta is at the same scale with Bangladesh, which is considered the worse arsenic polluted area in the world.
According to Bloomberg, the research was published in the Proceedings of the Swiss National Academy of Sciences.
Vietnamese authorities should seek alternative sources or install better treatment technology to ensure the safety of drinking water, researchers led by Michael Berg at the Swiss Federal Institute of Aquatic Science and Technology wrote in the journal.
The contamination is likely the result of pumping the water from deep aquifers for more than a century, causing naturally occurring arsenic in groundwater to seep downward, they said.
The findings are "alarming," the authors wrote.
According to researchers, the Red River Delta is one of the world's most densely populated regions, with about 1,160 people per square kilometre. Of the delta's 16.6 million people, 11 million have no access to public water and depend on other sources such as private wells, they wrote.
Berg and colleagues analysed samples from 512 private wells between May 2005 and January 2007. Arsenic contaminates 27 per cent of the region's wells and about 1 million people usewater with concentrations that are five times the World Health Organization's safety standard, according to the report.
Arsenic poisoning can cause vomiting, abdominal pain, bloody diarrhea and is linked to cancer of the skin, lungs, bladder and kidney, according to the WHO. Natural arsenic contamination is "a cause for concern" in countries including Argentina, Bangladesh, Chile, China, India, Mexico, Thailand and the US, the WHO said on its website.
Manganese is the second-greatest health concern related to the well water in Vietnam, the study found. About 44 per cent of wells have unsafe levels of manganese, and an estimated 5 million people consume water with health-threatening levels of the chemical.
While manganese is needed in small quantities for the body to function correctly, chronic exposure to excessive levels may cause neurological effects.



	Over 2 million short of drinking water in China amid drought

Text of report in English by official Chinese news agency Xinhua (New China News Agency)

[Xinhua: "Over 2 Mln People Short of Drinking Water in China Amid Drought"]
Beijing, Jan. 17 (Xinhua) - About 2.2 million people in China are short of drinking water as severe droughts continue to plague winter wheat producing areas, said the nation's drought relief authorities on Monday.
Rainfall in Henan, Shanxi, Hebei, Shandong, Jiangsu, Anhui and Shaanxi provinces has decreased 20 to 90 per cent over the last four months from the same-period average, said Chen Lei, deputy director of the State Flood Control and Drought Relief Headquarters.
Relentless droughts that started to dry out winter wheat producing areas such as Shandong and Henan provinces in November continue, affecting some 4 million hectares of cropland, said Chen.
Water supply is running low in cities around the Yellow, Huaihe and Haihe rivers in northern and central parts of China, he said.
Governments at all levels should fully recognize the challenge and ramp up drought-relief efforts, he added.



	Zimbabwe said receives 12m dollar grant from China


Text of unattributed report entitled "12m dollar Chinese grant for Zim" published by state-owned Harare-based Zimbabwean newspaper The Herald website on 17 January

China has given Zimbabwe an 80m yuan (over 12 million dollar) grant to fund various development projects that are yet to be agreed on by the two parties, a Cabinet minister has said.
Industry and Commerce Minister Welshman Ncube told journalists after meeting Chinese Vice Minister of Commerce Mr Zhong Shan in Harare yesterday that the two countries signed two agreements on economic and technical cooperation as well as agriculture. He said the agreement on agriculture would see the Chinese Government seconding agricultural experts to Zimbabwe to bolster the country's agriculture sector. Minister Ncube said they discussed bilateral relations between the two countries, adding that they wanted to increase the volume of trade to 1bn dollars in the next few months.
"We had a meeting with the Chinese delegation led by the country's Vice Minister of Commerce who is responsible for international trade in China.
"We signed three broad agreements and these were done through the Ministry of Finance.
"The first one was a grant of 80 million yuan provided by the Chinese government for projects yet to be agreed on.
"The second one was on economic and technical cooperation and we have agreed on what needs to be done in that area.
"The last is a letter of understanding on agriculture where China will send its agriculture experts starting with five to assist in agriculture development.
"Our trade relations as of last year amounted to 520,000 dollars and we are trying to push that to 1 billion dollars," he said.
Minister Ncube said the two countries discussed the possibility of Chinese companies buying Zimbabwean diamonds and partnering the Zimbabwe Mining Development Corporation to mine diamonds in Marange.
In the afternoon, the delegation paid a courteous call on Acting President John Landa Nkomo at his Munhumutapa offices.
Minister Ncube said the courtesy call was to brief the Acting President on the agreements they had signed.
Last year, Zimbabwe received a number of Chinese business delegations that wanted to invest in the country mainly in the agriculture and mining sectors. 



	Yemen, WFP sign 77m dollars security food network agreement


Text of report in English by state-run Yemeni news agency Saba website

SANA'A, Jan. 17 (Saba) - Yemen and World Food Programme (WFP) signed here on Monday an agreement on security food network project with a total cost $77 million.
Under the agreement, WFP grants the $77 million to be allocated to carry out the security food network project that aims to support the government's efforts to improve the security foodcapacities in Yemen.
The projects targets 682,000 children and 88,000 pregnant and breastfeeding women and 1,800,000 people suffering from the food insecurity in Yemen.
The agreement was signed by Minister of Planning and International Cooperation Abdul-Karim al-Arhabi and the WFP representative in Yemen Gian Carlo Cirri.
Cirri accented the WFP's keenness on keeping on presenting all possible assistance to help Yemen's strenuous efforts to realize the food security.



	

	

	Israel-India Agricultural Excellence Center Inaugurated


Yedi'ot Aharonot reports on 20 January: "The India-Israel Center of Agricultural Excellence was inaugurated in the state of Haryana in India on Monday. Some 3,000 farmers from Haryana state, north of Delhi, attended the ceremony, which was addressed by Indian Agriculture Minister Sharad Pawar; Haryana Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda; and Israeli Ambassador Mark Sofer. The Center of Agricultural Excellence is designed to instruct local farmers in new methods for growing winter vegetables, such as tomatoes and peppers, the use of hothouses and more advanced agricultural equipment, moving away from irrigation with rainwater to irrigation with more advanced methods, and other things. The joint venture is part of a series of projects throughout India that have come about following the agricultural cooperation agreement which Israel and India signed in 2007. According to the agreement, Israel will provide the know-how and India will finance the projects that will help farmers in villages to move over to more modern and intensive agriculture."
"The Indian Government is not only financing the projects, but is also selecting the farmers to take part in them, and is responsible for subsidizing 80% of the price of the equipment that will be acquired following the Israeli instruction. 'Naturally, much of this equipment -- including hothouses, piping, and irrigation systems -- is manufactured by Israeli companies that are represented in India in various ways,' says Bar-Tzur. In his assessment, the Indian farmers will buy tens of millions of dollars' worth of Israeli equipment in coming years. In the meantime, the teachers and instructors, all of whom are Israeli, will not be living in India, but will arrive there on relatively short visits and then return home. Bar-Tzur says that the conditions on the villagefarms in India are unsuitable as fixed places of residence for the Israeli instructors." [Tel Aviv Yedi'ot Aharonot in Hebrew -- Independent, centrist, second-largest circulation Hebrew-language paper]



	China: Drought worsens in Shandong province


Text of report in English by official Chinese news agency Xinhua (New China News Agency)

[Xinhua: "Drought Worsens in East China Province"]
JINAN, Jan. 22 (Xinhua) - The worst drought in six decades is escalating in eastern China's Shandong Province, a spokesperson with the local Flood Control and Drought Relief Headquarters said Saturday.
A total of 240,000 people and 107,000 head of livestock are suffering from short supply of drinking water in the province.
Approximately 2.01 million hectares of wheat land has been affected by the drought, or 55.9 per cent of the province's total farmland sown to the crop, some 73,333 hectares more than the week-earlier level.
Accumulative precipitation since September averaged 11 mm in Shandong, 86 per cent less than the year-earlier level.
The province has earmarked 680 million yuan (103 million US dollars) and motivated 2.11 million people for fighting drought.



	Indonesian navy steps up fisheries, pollution patrols off North Maluku


Text of report in English by Indonesian government-owned news agency Antara website

[Unattributed article: 'Ternate naval patrol watch illegal fishing in n Maluku']
The naval base in Ternate, North Maluku, will place its security personnel in North Maluku waters to prevent illegal fishing operations and pollution occurring in its waters.
Ternate Naval Base Commander Colonel Untung Sukoco said in Ternate on Saturday [15 Jan 11] that in 2010 three illegal fishing operations had been firmly dealt with by the Navy around Ternate.
The three fishing boats from the Philippines were apprehended by assets from Ternate Naval Base for fishing illegally in the waters off Halmahera and Morotai islands.
The case involving the three fishing boats from the Philippines was currently being processed by a district court in Ternate.
In response to the illegal fishing threat, the Navy has deployed three warships daily to monitor the waters in North Maluku Province.
Due to a shortage of naval patrol boats, Colonel Sukoco said he had also hired local long boats to be used for patrol purposes.



	"Confusion" over land policy affects SAfrica's agricultural sector investment


Text of report by influential, privately-owned South African daily Business Day website on 21 January

[Report by Hopewell Radebe: "Land Reform Confusion Hobbles Research" -"Uncertainty over Land Reform and Policies Affecting Investment in Agriculture"]
Uncertainty over land reform and policies has negatively affected investment in infrastructure and innovation in the agriculture sector, Nedbank chief economist Dennis Dykes told the wine industry yesterday.
This in turn meant there had been insufficient investment in research and innovation, leaving the industry to compete without the benefit of modernization compared with international competitors such as Brazil.
Mr Dykes' assessment suggests the African National Congress's aim of creating up to 250,000 jobs in the agriculture sector, in line with the New Growth Path, may be hard to achieve.
The agriculture sector was at the mercy of a fluctuating currency, world prices and natural weather patterns, Mr Dykes said. There was little or no national strategy to steer SA in a direction that would lead to agriculture tangibly boosting its contribution to the economy.
Mr Dykes said at the function, organized by Western Cape primary wine producers VinPro, there was no doubt that the strong rand had hurt many exporting segments, including the wine industry .
VinPro chairman Abrie Botha said the greatest challenge for SA's wine industry was insufficient profit for both vine farmers and wine producers. This has led to at least 5 per cent of vineyards not being properly replaced or maintained. As a result, the average age of vines has been increasing and some were older than 20 years.
He attributed the lack of investment to low income per hectare since 2004. Then net wine farming income was R12,236/ha, falling to R5,781/ha in 2005 and to R3,696/ha last year.
VinPro said according to 2009 figures, SA's wine industry produced 1.5 per cent of the world's vineyards at 348.6-million vines of the vinifera varieties.
The industry contributed at least R26.2bn to gross domestic product, or 2.2 per cent, accounting for 275,606 jobs in 2009.
SA imported wines to the value of R237m, representing 2 per cent of domestic sales. 


	Chinese vice-premier calls for intensified anti-drought efforts


Text of report in English by official Chinese news agency Xinhua (New China News Agency)

[Xinhua: "Chinese Vice Premier Calls for Intensified Anti-Drought Efforts"]
BEIJING, Jan. 21 (Xinhua) - Chinese Vice Premier Hui Liangyu on Friday urged local governments to step up efforts in protecting agricultural production as winter wheat growing regions in the north of the country have been suffering due to the prolonged drought.
Hui warned that the drought could cause great harm to agricultural production.
Rainfall in north China, including provinces of Shanxi, Hebei and Shandong, has decreased 20 to 90 per cent from the average rain in the same period since October last year.
Hui urged local departments to improve meteorological monitoring and analysis of the drought, and provide training and services to farmers in order to reduce losses brought about by scarce rain.
He also called on local governments to step up construction of more water conservancy projects to better cope with dry weather.
Meanwhile, the drought in the north is compared with the intensive icy rain and snow in south and southwest China. A lingering cold spell has been wrecking havoc in these regions, disrupting vegetable production, transportation, and supplies of daily necessities.
Hui said the central government would also beef up support in helping these affected regions resume agricultural production as soon as possible.



	Indonesia Domestic food prices


Jakarta's Seputar Indonesia (www.seputar-indonesia.com): "After a long debate, the Indonesian government has finally adopted a policy to remove import duty for 30 products and foodraw materials. If there is no obstruction, starting today [21 January] this policy which aims to stabilize food prices will be imposed directly. Earlier the government had been accused of being unresponsive to the rising prices of global foodstuffs which threaten the prices of domestic foodstuffs since the review to abolish import duties remained in limbo, without any certainty..." (Editorial) (21)
Jakarta's Suara Karya (www.suarakarya-online.com): "Crisis threats that continue to cause food prices to soar in our country have also been compounded by the failure to develop local foodstuffs... We easily give up in the face of the penetration of imported snack foods even though we have abundant food sources and it is not difficult for us to develop them. As a result, this country has become an easy market for food products from other countries..." (Rahmat Pramulya, lecturer at Teuku Umar University, Meulaboh, West Aceh) (21)




	Elders in south Afghanistan call for reducing water flow to Iran

Text of report by Afghan privately-owned Shamshad TV on 18 January
[Presenter] Some tribal elders of Kandahar Province call on the Afghan government reduce water flowing from Afghanistan to Iran. Chairman of Kandahar Provincial Council Ahmad Wali Karzai says blockage of fuel tankers coming to Afghanistan by the Iranian government is an indication of an obvious enmity by Iran. Ahmad Ludin reports from Kandahar Province.
[Correspondent] At a gathering convened in the Mandigak conference hall in Kandahar Province, deputy chairman of Provincial Council of Kandahar Province Hajji Agha Lalai Dastgiri and other elders strongly criticized the blockage of fuel tankers by the Iranian government denying entry to hundreds of fuel tankers. Ahmad Wali Karzai, chairman of the Provincial Council of Kandahar Province, called on Afghan businessmen to cut off commercial ties with Iran and called on the Afghan government to reduce the water of Helmand River flowing from Afghanistan to Iran. Karzai said if Iran denies to allow fuel to enter Afghanistan, Afghanistan should stop the flow of water to Iran.
[Ahmad Wali Karzai] This act by the government of Iran is an obvious enmity of the government of Iran towards the government of Afghanistan. It is not an act against NATO. NATO can burn dollars to run their tanks and aircraft. They are particularly the enemy of the people of Afghanistan. We criticize this act [blockage of fuel supply to Afghanistan] and we call on [the government of Iran] to grant entry to our fuel tankers. If this continues, we call on the government of Afghanistan to reduce flow of the Helmand River to Iran. Then they can drink fuel and have a shower with the fuel. Then they can water their trees with fuel. That is our request from our government that if they continue this [blockage of fuel supply to Afghanistan], our government should cut flow of Helmand River to Iran.
[Correspondent] Deputy chairman of the provincial council and tens of tribal elders from Kandahar Province criticized the government of Iran saying the act by Iran was in violation of the commercial principles, human and Islamic values. They said the fuel was not for NATO but rather for the government of Afghanistan. They described this act by the government of Iran as an obvious enmity with the people of Afghanistan and demanded that Iran grant entry to nearly 2,000 fuel tankers.
This happens while Afghan businessmen had also warned to seize commercial ties with the government of Iran if the tankers are not allowed to enter Afghanistan. The act also drew reaction from Afghans across Afghanistan who condemned this act by the government of Iran by staging demonstrations. The blockage of fuel tankers by the government of Iran has not only increased commodity prices but also sky rocketed fuel prices.
[Video shows chairman of Provincial Council of Kandahar Province Ahmad Wali Karzai speaking at a gathering of about 200 elders]
Source: Shamshad TV, Kabul, in Pashto 1430 gmt 18 Jan 11


	

	

	North Korea keen to boost agricultural production


Text of report in English by state-run North Korean news agency KCNA website

Pyongyang, January 17 (KCNA) - The DPRK has a good prospect for increasing grain production and rapidly developing stock-breeding, pomiculture, fish breeding, etc. This is the fruition of the dynamic drive which has been under way to boost agriculture under the grand plan of the Korean Workers' Party since the outset of the new century.
Land realignment has made rapid progress in the country. North Phyongan Province realigned more than 53 000 hectares of land, South Hwanghae Province at least 100 000 hectares and South Phyongan [p'yo'ngan] Province and Pyongyang City over 94 400 hectares.
Hundreds of thousands of hectares of paddy and non-paddy fields have been realigned in various parts of the country as befitting the land of socialist Korea. The projects led to obtaining a large area of new cropland.
Taegyedo Tideland has been reclaimed to bring a large area under plough in North Phyongan [p'yo'ngan] Province. Hundreds of hectares of Punjiman Tideland were successfully reclaimed in Ongjin County, South Hwanghae Province.
Kaechon-Lake Thaesong, Paekma-Cholsan and Mirubol gravity-fed waterway projects were completed to supply a sufficient amount of irrigation water to districts of Pyongyang and Namp'O [Nampho] Cities and dozens of cities, counties and districts of South and North Phyongan [p'yo'ngan] Provinces and North Hwanghae Province.
A signal turn has been effected in seed selection and advanced agro-technique and farming methods have been introduced to put agriculture on a modern and scientific basis. Good examples were set in double cropping, bean cultivation, etc.
Fresh successes in potato farming were reported from cities and counties of Ryanggang Province and villages in alpine areas of Jagang and South and North Hamgyong Provinces.
The Kosan Fruit Farm is turning into the nation's leading fruit producer in the wake of the appearance of the Taedonggang Combined Fruit Farm as a model in fruit farming.
There appeared in various parts of the country hosts of modern stock-breeding and fish-breeding bases. Advanced methods for producing meat and fish have been applied on the basis of latest science and technology.
The Namhung Youth Chemical Complex succeeded in building a large-scale anthracite gasification process to mass-produce fertilizers by use of raw materials found in abundance in the country while the gasification process project is now progressing at a final phase at the Hungnam Fertilizer Complex.
Agricultural workers in the DPRK are now busy making good preparations for the farming this year, while consolidating the existing foundation, in hearty response to the joint New Year editorial which set the agricultural field as the lifeline for settling the issue of people's living.



	China allocates 15bn US dollars to support farmers


Text of report in English by official Chinese news agency Xinhua (New China News Agency)

[Xinhua: "1st Ld-Writethru: Chinese Gov't Allocates 98.6 Bln Yuan To Support Farmers"]
Beijing, Jan. 20 (Xinhua) - The Chinese government has allocated 98.6 billion yuan (15 billion US dollars) for farmers nationwide in a bid to maintain steady grain output and boost farmers' incomes.
The bulk of the funding - 83.5 billion yuan - is to be used in the purchasing of farm machinery such as equipment to plant seeds and reapers.
The remainder, 15.1 billion yuan, would subsidize farmers in growing crops such as rice, corn, and cotton, according to a statement released Thursday by the Ministry of Finance.
The move came as most northern Chinese regions, plagued by a months-long drought, will continue to see cold and dry weather in the next 10 days, the National Meteorological Centre forecast Wednesday.
The drought has affected some 4 million hectares of crops and left about 2.2 million people short of drinking water, according to the State Flood Control and Drought Relief Headquarters on Monday.
The ministry called upon finance departments at all levels to make detailed subsidy plans for farmers as soon as possible in order to ensure that farmers receive this funding before spring plowing.
In addition, the ministry urged local governments to make public detailed allowances for every farmer for public supervision, vowing to strictly prevent and punish embezzlement.
Also on Thursday, figures from the State Administration of Grain revealed that the total amount of grain purchased by various grain enterprises in the country last year surpassed 300 billion kilograms, for the first time.
Among a total of 301.1 billion kilograms purchased, some 30.65 billion kilograms of grain and oil were purchased for the purpose of holding the market price, which effectively increased production and farmers' incomes, SAG head Nie Zhenbang said at a meeting.
Nie urged related departments to carefully examine the new situation of grain distribution in the next five years and continue purchases to ensure farmers' benefits and stabilize the market.



	Economy Secretariat To Strike Protection for Agriculture From Trade Pacts With Brazil, Peru –

Mexico City Reforma reports that according to Benjamin Grayeb, deputy chairman for Foreign Trade at the National Agricultural and Livestock Council (CNA), Mexico's Economy Secretariat (SE) will sign trade agreements with Brazil and Peru, and will ratify another trade pact with Colombia, without demanding the special protection promised to the country's agricultural sector. "After six years developing 1,200 tariff exceptions for the free trade agreement [FTA] with Peru, and after the Economy Secretariat's promises earlier this administration that would carefully review agricultural aspects of the FTA with Brazil, and would include exceptions in the agreement with Colombia, we have been informed by [SE] Undersecretary of Trade Beatriz Leycegui that the treaties would be signed without any such exceptions," Grayeb declared. The CNA representative added that the agricultural sector had obtained a commitment from former Economy Secretary Gerardo Ruiz Mateos that no more trade agreements would be signed without reviewing the risks for agriculture, but he added that when Bruno Ferrari had been appointed in July 2010, that commitment had been abandoned.



	Kenya: Disarmament project stalls due to famine in northwest


Excerpt from report by Peter Atsiaya and Daniel Nzia entitled "Arms drive put off as state rolls up sleeves to fight food shortage" published by Kenyan privately-owned daily newspaper The Standard website on 19 January; subheading as published

The government has suspended the disarmament programme in Pokot and Turkana [northwestern Kenya] to deal with food shortage facing the counties.
"The state has put on hold the disarmament programme to use resources and personnel to help save lives in the famine stricken region," North Rift Deputy PC [Provincial Commissioner] Wilson Wanyanga said on the telephone.
He, however, said the situation was under control adding no deaths from hunger had been reported.
He said lorries used by security personnel to undertake disarmament would be transporting relief food supplied by the government to the needy.
"Some of the camps used by the officers would be turned into dropping points for relief food," Wanyanga added.
He said most pastoralists targeted in the disarmament had moved to eastern Uganda with their livestock in search of water and pasture.

Cattle rustling

He added that security situation worsened by cattle rustling had improved since the disarmament was launched.
"Cases of cattle rustlers attacking residents or fights among the Pokot and Turkana communities are minimal since the security operation was launched," said the administrator.
He added that feeding programmes in schools that were suspended had resumed.
He added that the government in collaboration with the World Food Programme (WFP) was monitoring the situation. [passage omitted: famine in other parts of the country]



	Somalia's Puntland accuses aid agencies of failing to deliver assistance


Text of report by privately-owned Somali Shabeelle Media Network website on 19 January

Puntland's ministry of internal affairs has accused humanitarian aid agencies of failing to provide assistance to civilians that are living in hardships in the Region.
Puntland's Minister of Internal Affairs who is also a member of the committee appointed by the administration to look into the severity of the drought in parts of the Region, Abdullahi Jama Ilko Jiir, spoke on the intensity of the drought.
The minister said Puntland residents whether in big urban centres, in smaller towns or in villages have been equally affected by the severe drought in the country and accused humanitarian aid agencies of failing to assist civilians in areas worst hit by the drought in Puntland Region. He said the aid agencies have not been also providing any form of assistance to residents of southern Somalia Regions ever since the Al-Shabab movement banned them from operating in those areas. 
The minister said he could not understand why, if as claimed by the aid agencies, they were barred by Al-Shabab from assisting civilians in areas under their control, the organizations were also not assisting those in Puntland Region.
The statement by Puntland minister comes at a time when the severe drought has hit parts of Region. None of the humanitarian aid agencies are yet to provide any form of assistance in these areas.


	North Korean people said ordered to donate food to military


Text of report in English by South Korean news agency Yonhap

NK-military food shortage
N. Korean people ordered to donate food to military: report
SEOUL, Jan. 19 (Yonhap) - North Korea has again begun to collect foodstuffs from its residents for military use, as food shortages for its 1.2 million troops have been getting increasingly worse, the Radio Free Asia (RFA) reported Wednesday, citing sources in the communist state.
It is the third time in history that the regime in Pyongyang is known to have requisitioned foodstuffs from the people to feed its military, the broadcaster said, noting the previous two occurred in the mid-to-late 1990s, when millions starved to death, and in July 2002, when an emergency economic management measure was enforced.
"On Jan. 10, the Workers' Party has sent out a written order to plants, companies and labour groups, urging them to donate foodstuffs to the military from Jan. 12," the RFA said, citing the sources.
"In the order, the party stressed that soldiers standing guard over the border are surviving on canned cornmeal porridge and threatened to assess the amount of donations by individual entity," the RFA said, adding the North failed to attain its goal of securing 1.6 million tons in provisions for the military last year.



	India’s Dinamani Editorial Says Government Must Take Over All Agricultural Lands in India To Save Farmers


Dinamani online of 19 January in Tamil carries an approximately 700-word editorial entitled: "Moribund Sector." The editorial comments on the Food and Agriculture Ministry report that states that seven million farmers have quit the fields and migrated to urban areas in search of livelihood in the period 2000-2010, and 200,000 debt-ridden farmers committed suicide in Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Chhattisgarh. The editorial says the tragedy continues despite government allocation of huge funds for agriculture. Hence, the editorial suggests the government to reclaim all agricultural land in the country and foot the bill of comprehensive all-hazards-included insurance for the benefit of farmers.
(Chennai Dinamani online: Tamil Daily owned by the Indian Express Group; friendly to the US; critical of military aid to Pakistan; supportive of Indian Government policies regarding external affairs; maintains a neutral stand on regional politics; influential with policy makers, academia, the business community, and the intelligentsia; editorials tend to be on international issues. Four editions with a combined circulation of 2,50,000. URL: www.dinamani.com[1])



	Analyst says Zimbabwe likely to witness food riots


Text of report by privately-owned weekly newspaper The Zimbabwe Independent website on 20 January

[Article by Wongai Zhangazha: "'Starvation Wage' Riles Civil Servants"]
When Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai said at his inauguration in February 2009 that civil servants would start earning salaries in foreign currency that would enable them to provide for their families, the joy was unbridled.
This was after all coming from a former trade unionist made good, who during his campaign in 2008 said he held the "keys" to unlock resources that would see among other things civil servants' working conditions improve.
In his inauguration speech, Tsvangirai said: "As Prime Minister I make this commitment that, as from the end of this month, our professionals in the civil service, every health worker, teacher, soldier and policeman will receive their pay in foreign currency until we are able to stabilise the economy."
"These hard currency salaries will enable people to go to work, to feed their families and to survive until such time that we can begin to sustain ourselves as a country."
This, to the civil servants who for many years had borne the brunt of a collapsing economy and hyperinflation, brought hope that finally priority would be given to improve their working conditions.
What also raised their expectations was the fact that MDC [Movement for Democratic Change] was born out of labour unions and as a result more sympathetic to their cause.
Their hopes were high that the inclusive government would succeed where the former Zanu PF [Zimbabwe African National Union-Patriotic Front] government had failed.
However, two years on, civil servants are still grappling to provide a decent living for their families on a meagre salary that ranges between US$150 and US$200 in a country whose cost of living for an average urban family of six stood at $498 in November, according to the Consumer Council of Zimbabwe.
Finance minister Tendai Biti said in his budget statement that he had increased the wage bill to US$1,1 billion from US$600 million and raised the tax threshold to US$225, but instead of wages doubling, government only increased the basic pay for the least-paid worker by a paltry US$6 per month, which union leaders have described as a "pittance" and an "insult".
In addition, the government increased housing and transport allowances for the lowest-paid worker by US$6 and US$13 respectively.
The basic salary for the uniformed forces was increased by between US$8 and US$10 while their housing allowances were raised from US$9 to US$45 with transport allowances rising from US$8 to US$42.
After receiving their payment vouchers last week civil servants have threatened to go on strike until their demands are met.
Chairperson of the Apex Council, a representative body for civil servants, Tendai Chikowore told the Zimbabwe Independent they were not going to bow easily.
"We are not going to accept a continuation of the government's pittance salaries. We have understood for a long time. We spent the whole of 2010 without any serious increment with the hope that in 2011 things will have improved and they will take (into account) our considerations.
"2011 has come and they tell us there is no money. That is not our problem. It is not our business to look for money. It is their responsibility to set up adequate funding for civil servants salaries. If they honestly put their priorities right they would definitely find a way to pay the workers fairly. We are not satisfied and it is (the offer by government) totally unfair," she said.
Chikowore said civil servants want a monthly salary of US$500 for the lowest paid worker and are now waiting for the government's response.
International Socialist Organization local leader Munyaradzi Gwisai said the government of national unity was not concerned about the plight of its workers because it was a "government of the elite", only concerned about uplifting themselves. He said it was unfortunate that both MDCs have "joined the gravy train".
"The government is playing with fire by taking the plight of the workers lightly. They say they do not have money b ut it is this government that was able to find US$50 000 for MPs to squander on petty projects and fund foreign trips," said Gwisai.
In his 2011 budget statement, Finance minister Tendai Biti promised every MP an allocation of US$50 000 to kick-start projects that would enhance their constituencies.
In addition, Biti proposed to buy the MPs additional new vehicles and increase their monthly salaries by between 100 per cent and 200 per cent this year. This means his ministry would have to fork out around US$4 million for the acquisition of the new cars for about 270 legislators.
In 2009, the government spent US$6 million buying Mazda BT50 double cab trucks which were going at US$25 000 each.
In June last year his ministry in its first quarter treasury bulletin said foreign travel costs for the period to March amounted to US$5,6 million, about 1,4 per cent of the government's total expenditure over the same period.
Gwisai said: "What Minister Biti is trying to do is to create a minimum wage of starvation. A survey was done at the end of last year and it revealed that managers get 91 times the salary of the worker, some getting between US$15 000 and US$35 000."
"Ideologically some policies are there to protect employers and the rich at the expense of the workers. This shows the acceleration of the neo-liberalism of this government. These policies of neo-liberalism have failed and have caused social revolts across the globe in countries like Algeria and Tunisia being the latest."
He added that: "I hope we get to (a situation similar to) Tunisia where workers will realise that their rights are equally important and they wake up for their own emancipation. Workers from both the private and public sector must mobilise themselves to support their own demands."
A commentator on economic justice and governance, David Takawira said civil servants' salaries was an issue of misplaced priorities and which, if not resolved, could lead to food riots like what happened in 1998.
Takawira said: "Unless government takes timely corrective and calculated action, a re-enactment of the 1998 food-riots is a possibility at the moment.
"Minister Biti megaphones to the world how the GDP [Gross Domestic Product] has gained ground and how the economy has grown when in actual fact the economy is not expanding opportunities for employment.
"As a result civil servants work for long hours and get very low wages. So it's true when minister Biti says, "what doubled was the overall allocation to employment costs which includes pensions...as Ministry of Finance we do not do the actual allocation to individuals.
"So in essence government should realign its priorities and ensure that resources are channelled to the engines of the economy," said Takawira.
For civil servants, it is a long wait for recognition. 


	Togo, Japan sign 2.6m-dollar agreement for food aid


Togo and Japan on 18 January signed a 2.6m-dollar financial aid agreement for the purchase of rice and maize to constitute food security stock following the destruction of the crops in the recent flood, reports state-owned Radio Lome in the 0600gmt news bulletin of 19 January.
The financial aid which was signed by the Togolese foreign minister, Elliott Ohin, and the Japanese ambassador to Togo, Yoshifumi Okamura, is to help reduce the problems of food security and poverty through the funding of socio-economic projects with the income generated from the sale of the rice and maize bought with the aid.
"The rice and maize will be sold at a reasonable price and the income from the sale will enable the government to set up a fund named counterpart fund. This counterpart fund will be used later to carry out several programmes after consultations between the two governments (...)" said Mr Yoshifumi Okamura after the signing ceremony.
For his part, the Togolese foreign minister expressed the gratitude of the government to Japan for the donation.



	Somali MPs accuse foreign forces of engaging in illegal fishing

Text of report by Somali pro-Puntland government Puntlandpost website on 19 January

Some members of the Federal Somali Parliament have accused European Union forces that are off the Somali coast on the anti piracy mission of facilitating the hijacking of ships by pirates and of then capturing these Somali youth and punishing them severely.
Saleban Ibrahim Muhammad who is among some of these MPs told the media that foreign forces off the Somali coast are responsible for the hijacking of ships and even direct the youth to the ships they are to hijack in order to justify their presence off the Somali coast.
"Foreign ships are off the coast of Somalia engage in illegal fishing and they give the rest of the world a totally different picture," said Saleban who asked the TFG to reconsider the issue. Another of the MPs that share this view, Muhammad Mahmud Xayd said he was congratulating the pirates because of their efforts in preventing foreign ships from illegally fishing off the Somali coast.
"What I am saying is, if pirates are being fought, then let the fight begin from the inland. Calling youth who are being robbed of their marine resources pirates is irrelevant," said Xayd. The statement by these MPs comes at a time when parliament yesterday failed to approve the anti piracy bill legislating the punishment of pirate groups arrested by European Union forces off the Somali coast.



	Writer calls for construction of "wall" between north, south Sudan


Text of commentary by Al-Tayyib Mustafa headlined "If it were up to me!" published by pro-Arab, separatist Sudanese newspaper Al-Intibaha on 19 January

Even though the number of those who have returned to their home in southern Sudan has not exceeded 120,000 southern citizens, as the UN has said at a press conference, their return has increased demand on food. Consequently the number of those who need food supplies increased to about 2.7 million citizens this year.
There is an innocent question: If the return of this small number will cause so many problems, increase the demand on food and widen the food gap, how are conditions going to be if one or two million Southern citizens returned to the South, especially since the returnees - as few as they are - complain bitterly of lack of planning for their return? We have already seen how they were left out in the open, something which prompted many to return [to the North].
I swear by Allah that if it were up to me, I would preoccupy the Government of South Sudan with the return of the millions of Southerners who are in North, even if this makes further burdens on the exhausted State treasury which has squandered money on useful as well as useless matters. We are talking about the Southern Government whose leaders are provoking the North today and refusing to demarcate the borders and settle outstanding issues or agree on Abyei, and which sends agents such as Arman to spur the opposition with the aim of toppling the government, in addition to receiving the Darfur rebels. I say that I would return the Southerners to their home where they are promised treatment as first-class citizens, away from their occupiers who mistreat them as Pagan and his group says.
By Allah, I believe it would be in the interest of the North and the interest of the South to construct an isolating wall between North and South so that the deluge of the displaced does not restart. This is particularly expected since all reports speak of an unprecedented exodus from the South which is likely to witness gruelling tribal conflicts when the new State is proclaimed.
Would the Government consider the proposal for international forces from countries it trusts in order to prevent such an exodus? It should be asked here whether the Government would be able to set up sufficient checkpoints and deploy guards on the extensive borders between North and South to prevent the inflow of illegal immigrants. 


	Arab leaders to set food, water security as priorities in Sharm al-Shaykh summit


Text of report by Egyptian state-run news agency MENA website

Sharm al-Shaykh, 18 January: The Sharm al-Shaykh declaration to be issued at the end of the second economic development and social summit will assert the Arab leaders' full commitment to the development strategies and developed economic thought which were approved during the Kuwait summit on January 19-20, 2009, Mena learned.
The Arab leaders will reaffirm insistence on going ahead with developing Arab societies technologically, economically and socially within the framework of joint Arab action.
They will also stress the importance of food security as a top priority of Arab action.
In their declaration, the Arab leaders will reaffirm that Arab water security is a top priority in the coming years in the aftermath of climate change which affects water resources.
They will also shed light on important infrastructure projects topped by electricity linkage.
They will reaffirm, according to a draft declaration, what has been achieved in the fields of establishing an Arab free trade zone and a customs union.
The Arab leaders will stress the importance of enabling all Arab youths to effectively participate in the society through providing jobs for them.
In their declaration, the Arab leaders will reaffirm the importance of making use of new and renewable energies in Arab countries including wind in establishing peaceful nuclear projects.
They Arab leaders will also highlight the importance of solar energy which is in abundance in the Arab world and can greatly contribute to creating more jobs.
On the world financial crisis, the declaration will assert that the Arab region is an inseparable part of the world and that any developments affecting the world will certainly affect Arab countries.
The declaration affirms that Arab leaders will continue efforts to achieve the development goals of the millennium.
The declaration will announce that the coming Arab economic and social summit will be held in two years to follow up the achievements made by the Kuwait and Sharm Al-Shaykh summits.



	Egyptian envoy says Nile Basin summit postponed "for no apparent reason"


Text of report in English by Egyptian newspaper Al-Misri al-Yawm website on 19 January

[Translated from Al-Misri al-Yawm in Arabic: "Egypt: Nile Basin summit postponed for no clear reason"]
An African summit on Nile water, which was scheduled to be held in the Ugandan capital of Kampala next week, was postponed for no apparent reason, said Egyptian Ambassador Mona Omar, assistant secretary of state for African affairs on Wednesday.
Omar said the ministry had received notice that the consultative Nile Basin summit, which was scheduled to be held on Saturday and Sunday, had been postponed without an explanation for the move.
Meetings had been held throughout the week in preparation for the summit and the Egyptian delegation was to be headed by Prime Minister Ahmed Nazif.
Egypt planned to propose the establishment of an investment and development commission similar to the Cooperative Framework Agreement signed by five upstream states in Entebbe, Uganda in May 2010.
According to official media reports, Egypt had also received an invitation to participate in the Nile Basin meeting scheduled to be held in Kenya on 27 January.
The dispute between Nile Basin countries and downstream states erupted after Ethiopia, Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya and Tanzania signed the Entebbe framework agreement in May despite Egyptian and Sudanese opposition.
Egypt enjoys the lion's share of Nile waters at a rate of 51 billion square meters annually based on a 1959 accord signed with Sudan, which acquired 18 billion square meters of waterannually in the deal.
Egypt says both the 1959 agreement, as well as another accord signed in 1929 with British colonialists, stipulate prior approval by all Nile Basin states before implementation of any water-utilization projects.
Egypt's unyielding stance has provoked criticism from basin states, which argue that the historic agreements are invalid because they were ratified before Nile Basin states gained independence.
Translated from the Arabic Edition. [as published]



	Aso report - KSA hikes food reserves


Saudi Arabian leaders in government and industry discussed plans to increase strategic food reserves to fend off a spike in global prices and secure food supplies. The Kingdom said this week it would boost wheat reserves to cover its needs for a year instead of six months following a call by the Shoura Council. Executives and officials at the chamber of commerce said Saudi Arabia needed to build reserves in foods such as wheat and eight other commodities as a buffer against rising global prices. (Page: 12 - 70 Words)



	Uzbekistan exports some 1bn dollars worth of fruits, vegetables in 2010


Excerpt from report by Russian internet news agency Regnum, specializing in regional reporting

Representatives of the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) have told Uzbek journalists at a meeting that Uzbekistan's revenue from the export of fruit and vegetables amounted to about 1bn dollars in 2010, a Regnum Novosti news agency correspondent has said.
The USAID supports producers of fruit and vegetables, agro-industrial firms and associations of water users in [Uzbekistan's] Namangan, Fargona and Samarqand regions to increase profits through introduction of new methods, which will help to promote the growth of crop capacity and the rational use of water resources at farming industries, they said.
Thus, over 1,500 residents improved their access to water resources, and 1,700 people underwent an exchange programme and were able to apply their skills and experience in Uzbekistan.
[Passage omitted: USAID has provided over 300m dollars to Uzbekistan since 1992]




	Protest over rising food prices in Sudan


Text of report in English by Paris-based Sudanese newspaper Sudan Tribune website on 18 January

18 January , 2011 (KHARTOUM) - The Sudanese riot police used tear gas and batons to break up a demonstration by people protesting against high food prices, eyewitnesses told Sudan Tribune.
The protests took place in Al-Kamlin city [central state] which lies near the capital and crowds reportedly blocked the main road that links Khartoum to the central region for almost an hour. Students from the faculty of education in Al-Jazira University took part in the demonstrations as well.
Last month the Sudanese government introduced a set of measures that aims at gradually lifting subsidies on petroleum products and sugar. This had the immediate effect of raising the prices of gasoline and fuel as well as sugar.
Sudanese officials said that they intend to implement phase two of removing subsidies in the coming months.
Last Wednesday students held protests in the universities of Khartoum and Gezira in the north's agricultural heartland against the new measures. Opposition parties on the government to reverse its decision and sack the finance minister or face popular uprising.
Sudanese authorities warned that they will deal swiftly with any attempts to stage protests particularly as the country heads towards a break-up between the North and South.



	

	

	Somalia: Fishermen complain about harassment by Amisom soldiers


Text of report by Somali opposition Radio Voice of Mudug on 21 January

[Presenter] Fishermen in Mogadishu port complain about harassment by Amisom troops.Our reporter Muhammad Waberi sent us this report from Mogadishu.

[Waberi] Fishermen at Mogadishu port are complaining about the AU troops who guard the port. The fishermen said that the Amisom soldiers harassed them and denied them permission tofish along the coast of Mogadishu. The fishermen said that the AU peacekeepers issued orders that fishing cannot be carried out along the coast of Mogadishu, thus hindering our work. They said that the move is pralaysing their work adding that they depend on income from the fishing.

The chairman of Mogadishu fishermen who is identified as Abdullahi told Radio Voice of Mudug that they were very worried about these new orders from AU troops in Mogadishu. He further stated that they had several times submitted complaints to Transitional Federal Government but the government had not yet sorted out the matter. It is not the first time that fishermen in Mogadishu have complained about Amisom.




V

	Nile summit in Uganda postponed


Text of report by Gashegu Muramira entitled "Nile Basin summit postponed" published in English by Rwandan newspaper The New Times website on 21 January

The African Summit on Nile waters which was scheduled to take place in Kampala, next week, has been postponed. Daniel Masamba, the Communications Officer at the Nile Basin Initiative (NBI) Secretariat in Entebbe, said that the summit was supposed to attract all Heads of State from the East African Community (EAC).
"What is apparent now is that the Summit has been postponed and the reasons are not yet known," Masamba said.
Egypt's assistant secretary of state for African affairs, Mona Omar also said on Wednesday that the Summit was postponed.
According to media reports, Egypt had planned to propose the establishment of an investment and development commission similar to the Cooperative Framework Agreement (CFA) signed by five upstream states including Rwanda in May last year.
The CFA seeks to establish a permanent Nile River Basin commission which will set clear procedures of water sharing thereby replacing the two widely disputed colonial-era pacts deemed unfair by the seven countries, including Rwanda.
Egypt and Sudan say both the 1959 agreement, as well as another accord signed in 1929 with British colonialists, stipulate prior approval by all Nile Basin states before implementing anywater-utilization projects.
Egypt's unyielding stance has provoked criticism from basin states, which argue that the historic agreements are invalid because they were ratified before Nile Basin states gained independence.
Nile Basin countries include; Rwanda, Uganda, Tanzania, Sudan, Kenya, Ethiopia, Egypt, Burundi, and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).?



	

	

	Legislator: Food Products Up 1,000 Percent Under Chavez Administration
-- Caracas El Nacional Online on 20 January reports that Deputy Dinorah Figuera (Justice First - PJ) affirmed that in the past eight years, food prices have increased by more than 1,000 percent. She commented that two minimum salaries are not enough to pay for basic staples. She pointed out that the government must design policies that encourage production. She announced that for this purpose, PJ is proposing the national production law, which promotes technical assistance to producers and sets up credits to counter high food prices. [Caracas El Nacional Online in Spanish - - Website of privately owned daily that is highly critical of the Chavez administration; news coverage and commentary typically denounce policies on socioeconomic and ideological grounds; publisher Miguel Henrique Otero is a member of the 2D Movement that helped defeat the 2007 constitutional reform led by Chavez; daily circulation of 83,000 copies; URL: http://www.el-nacional.com]



	Columbian Government Aspires To Create 437,000 Jobs in Agriculture Sector Over 4 Years
-- Bogota Office of the President reports on 17 January that the government aims to develop theagriculture sector in various area over the next four years. Agriculture Minister Juan Camilo Restrepo indicated that the goal is to increase the number of producing hectares by 12%, noting that the intended result is the development of the sector and the simultaneous creation of 437,000 jobs. [Bogota Office of the President in Spanish - Official website of the Colombian Presidency; URL: http://web.presidencia.gov.co/[7]]



	Tajikistan leases 2,000 ha of land to Chinese farmers


Text of report by corporate-owned Russian news agency Interfax

Dushanbe, 18 January: Tajikistan and China's Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region have signed an agreement on allocating 2,000 hectares of land on Tajik territory where Chinese farmers can grow rice, Tajik Deputy Agriculture Minister Sijovuddin Isroilov has said. He declined to comment on the financial aspect of the agreement.
"This year, the People's Republic of China will receive 2,000 hectares in Qumsangir and Bokhtar districts, where they will be able to grow rice for their own needs," Isroilov said at a news conference today.

The two districts are located in Tajikistan's southern Khatlon Region, 150-180 km from [the capital] Dushanbe.

"The Agriculture Ministry of Tajikistan has also signed cooperation agreements with Iran, Turkey and India, which will introduce new farming and irrigation technologies in the country," the deputy agriculture minister said.

On 12 January, the Tajik parliament ratified a protocol on the demarcation of the Tajik-Chinese border, agreeing to give 1,100 sq. km, or 0.77 per cent of Tajik territory, to China.

The ratification caused outrage among ordinary Tajik citizens and allowed the opposition to speak about violations of the constitution. However, the Tajik authorities hurried to assure that the agreement "will make it possible for the country to feel confident in the region".

Tajik-Chinese trade grew by 2 per cent to 685.1m dollars in 2010 year-on-year, which makes 17.8 per cent of the overall volume of Tajikistan's foreign trade.



	Vietnam agriculture exports face long delays at Chinese border


Text of report in English by Ho Chi Minh City Tuoitrenews on 21 January

[Unattributed report: "Agro-exports held up at border"]
A huge number of trucks transporting Tet agro-exports from Vietnam to China now get into a bottleneck at the Tan Thanh border checkpoint in the northern border province of Lang Son due to poor infrastructure and limited storage space.
On-site storage facility can only accommodate 160 vehicles per day at the most while up to 200 trucks are waiting daily for customs clearance so a holdup is inevitable, according to Nguyen Van Hoi, deputy director of the Ministry of Industry and Trade's Department of Border Trade.
Hoi cited overloaded infrastructure and a surge in the quantity of trucks rushing to the border locality as two of the reasons for the logjam right ahead of Tet which falls early next month.
The number of vehicles carrying exports to Tan Thanh for customs clearance jumped from 36,000 in 2009 to 42,000 last year, not to mention 51,000 trucks transporting imported cargos, he elaborated.
Another reason is the delay caused by China's extra packaging requirements on top of international benchmarks, he added.
Many of the cargos from Vietnam are not wrapped in advance and the owners only do the packaging as required by Chinese partners at the border, thus worsening the blockage.
The official told Tuoi Tre local authorities have had plans to broaden roads leading up to Tan Thanh and triple its current storage facilities in a bid to fix the situation.
The department, in the long run, will establish a coherent logistics and goods transportation system in the northern region to better control the flow of exports and imports, he revealed.
It also encourages businesses to set up their own storage facilities along the northern border area to help prevent long delays in the future, he added.
The government will provide administrative and economic help if they set up their distribution network and other support facilities in border areas to lessen the pressure on customs clearance, according to him.



	Jordanians protest against rising food prices


Text of report in English by official Jordanian news agency Petra-JNA website

Amman, Jan. 21(Petra) - A number of peaceful demonstrations took place in Amman and other cities after Friday prayers to protest against the rising cost of living.
The protesters called for adopting comprehensive economic reforms to address rising cost of living.
They also commended His Majesty King Abdallah's directives to mitigate the impact of the difficult economic conditions on citizens' living standards.
In addition to Amman, the protests took place in Madaba, Irbid, Karak, Zarqa, and Tafila.
The government on Thursday [20 January] announced further measures to ease citizens' economic hardships that will cost the treasury 300m dinars annually.



	Six children are said to have died of starvation in southern Somalia region


Text of report by privately-owned Somali Shabeelle Media Network website on 20 January

A number of children are said to died of starvation in villages near the town of Cadale, Middle Shabeelle [southern Somalia] as many of the inhabitants in these villages have now begun leaving their homes.
Reports reaching us from the town of Cadale indicate that some of the villages near the town have been badly hit by the severe drought in the country badly affecting both humans and animals alike.
Ali Mahmud Husayn who is among residents of some of these villages that have been badly hit by the severe drought told Shabelle up to six children have died of starvation in the area and that the residents are now in dire need of humanitarian assistance. Ali also asked Somali businessmen to assist suffering civilians.
Reports of civilians dying of starvation have been coming from many Regions in the country. These civilians who live in extreme hardships are yet to get any form of assistance from international aid agencies.



	University students stage protest over rising food, petrol prices in Sudan


Text of report by privately-owned Sudanese political daily newspaper Al-Ahdath on 19 January

Tens of Omdurman University students have protested the increase in price of sugar, petrol and oil. The students came out from a debate forum, which had been organized by the Popular Congress Party (PCP) at the university to criticize the economical situations, the level of liberty availed for political activity and condemn the detention of its leader Dr Hasan al-Turabi. 
During the protest, the opposition political parties joined the students in the protest against the general policies of the government and chanted the slogans calling for the regime to be toppled.
Eyewitnesses told the paper that the police attacked the university's campus and dispersed the demonstration before it left the university's compound. They affirmed that there no was student was seriously injured except a few who had minor injuries after being tear gassed by the police. 


	UN appeals for aid for Sri Lanka flood-hit people


Text of report by Pathum Wickremeratne headlined "United Nations appeals for global aid for Lankan flood victims" published by Sri Lankan newspaper Lakbima on 17 January

The United Nations has appealed to all UN member states and international humanitarian organizations to immediately contribute food and other relief items for rain and flood victims across Sri Lanka. 
UN resident representative in Sri Lanka Neil Buhne said in a communique issued on 16 January that among the most urgently needed items was safe bottled water, food, and mosquito nets.
The United Nations has further said that steps should be taken to evacuate the victims to safer areas as there might still be uncovered landmines and explosives in the north and east. 
Buhne adds that several countries and organizations have already pledged to send immediate relief supplies for Sri Lanka's flood victims, through the United Nations but more supplies are needed. 


	Bangladesh said planning "exclusive" water transit for Bhutan


Text of report by Bangladeshi privately-owned English-language newspaper The Daily Star on 17 Jan

[Report by Refayet Ullah Mirdha] Bangladesh plans an exclusive waterway transit for Bhutan as a committee prepares the final documents to give transit facilities to neighbouring countries.
A senior member of the transit sub-committee said they are considering potential routes which could be included for regional connectivity, besides the conventional routes.
A waterway transit for Bhutan from Bangladesh's Doikhawa border under Lalmonirhat district is likely, he said. This is a potential transit route for Bhutan, as the country is eager to use Mongla Port, he added.
"We have already identified major conventional transit routes for India, Nepal and Bhutan. Now we are spotting new routes for them. We are also planning for a railway transit among the South Asian nations," the member said, asking not to be named.
Studies are still progressing on transit fees and infrastructures, he said. All five sub-committees are preparing the final report to submit to the government but he did not mention when it would be submitted.
Earlier, the government formed five sub-committees on December 13, assigning five specialists to give their input to Mojibur Rahman, chief of the core committee, who is also the chairman of Bangladesh Tariff Commission.
M. Rahmatullah, former director of UN-ESCAP, is assigned to identify transit routes, infrastructures, investment and cost recovery and Hussein Ahmed, member of National Board of Revenue, is in charge of estimation of transit traffic, fees and charges.
Sadik Ahmed, Executive Director of Policy Research Institute, is convening the economic analysis, and Mustafizur Rahman, executive director of Centre for Policy Dialogue, is assigned to review key issues of transit and related international protocols.
Hussein Ahmed was also assigned on legal issues, including security, monitoring, anti-smuggling measures, international practices, domestic obligations and related matters.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina signed the joint communiqu� for regional transit including Bangladesh, India, Nepal and Bhutan on her visit to India last January.



	Venezuelan Food Basket Price Up 0.85% in Dec
 -- Caracas Agencia Venezolana de Noticias on 18 January reports that average price of the standard food basket stood at 1,370.93 bolivares fuertes (VEF) ($318.82) in December 2010, representing an increase of 0.85% from November, according to a report released by the National Statistics Institute (INE). The report indicated that the monthly variation was less than 1% for the second consecutive month, which is VEF 11.56 ($2.69) higher than the average price recorded in November of VEF 1,359.37 ($316.13). The most significant price increases were for precooked corn flour (9.28%), rice (7.84%), black beans (7.81%), vegetable oil (5.76%), peppers (5.42%), onions (4.55%), and tomatoes (4.22%). [Caracas Agencia Venezolana de Noticias in Spanish -- Website of the official Venezuelan News Agency also known by acronym AVN; URL: http://www.avn.info.ve[1]]



	Russia offers Afghanistan technology to destroy opium crops

Excerpt from report by corporate-owned Russian news agency Interfax
Moscow, 21 January: Russia is ready to supply Afghanistan with spraying tube equipment to destroy drug crops, the head of the Federal Service for Control over the Trafficking of Narcotics [FSKN], Viktor Ivanov, has said.
"We have agreed that Afghan partners will study our multi-point Raduga-2 [Rainbow-2] plan to destroy drug production facilities in more detail and with greater involvement. The points include more efficient work to destroy drug crops. Russia is ready to supply spraying tubes capable of destroying up to 50ha of drug crops per hour," Ivanov told journalists after talks in the Kremlin between the Russian and Afghan presidents, Dmitriy Medvedev and Hamed Karzai.
"We have continued to raise this issue all the time. It was said at the meeting that drug plantations must be destroyed," he added.
There are several circumstances getting in the way of these efforts, Ivanov said. "On the one hand, the Afghan government has limited capacity because it is in a difficult economic situation due to a tense military and political background and an enormous number of combat incidents. The number of combat incidents in Afghanistan more than doubled last year, which was officially announced by the commander of the NATO forces in Afghanistan, Gen David Petraeus," he said.
Ivanov said that given such a situation it was rather difficult to try to destroy poppy plantations and to replace poppy crops with alternative crops such as wheat and rye. "A large number of armed forces are stationed in Afghanistan, including over 150,000 regular troops alone, including military and space intelligence. They should get engaged more actively," he said.
Ivanov said that the matter had already been discussed at a meeting of the Russia-NATO Council in Brussels in March 2010 but the American side's reaction was not positive. [passage omitted]
Ivanov said that since then "America's position has continued to change but very slowly". [passage omitted]
In addition to the US, in its efforts to combat Afghan drug trafficking the FSKN also actively cooperates with China and Pakistan, he said. In particular, the FSKN and the Pakistani Interior Ministry have signed an agreement on combating drugs. An agreement was also reached at a four-party meeting involving Russia, Tajikistan, Pakistan and Afghanistan to exchange information and to organize operative measures and searches on the territory of other countries at a request of a nation. "Cooperation with countries in the region around Afghanistan is also very important because drug trafficking does not take place across a straight line such as a highway but keeps spreading through neighbouring countries," Ivanov said.
Source: Interfax news agency, Moscow, in Russian 1258 gmt 21 Jan 11
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