Table 2: Performance of the Experimental Laying Hens
	Parameters
	Diet 1
(control)
	Diet 2
	Diet 3
	Diet 4
	Diet 5
	Diet 6
	SEM

	Av. Initial body wt. (kg)
	1.32
	1.38
	1.27
	1.32
	1.37
	1.35
	0.02

	Av. final body wt. (kg)
	1.52
	1.58
	1.49
	1.60
	1.55
	1.47
	0.05

	Av. body wt. gain (kg)
	0.19ab
	0.20ab
	0.22ab
	0.28a
	0.18b
	0.12b
	0.008

	Hen-day egg prod. (%)
	64.40ab
	65.08ab
	69.50a
	67.05ab
	63.04b
	64.79ab
	1.85

	Av. daily feed intake (g)
	110.23b
	137.14ab
	120.26b
	140.04a
	140.13a
	140.17a
	6.51

	Av. egg wt. (g)
	63.27
	59.66
	58.66
	58.44
	59.67
	59.64
	1.85

	Feed conversion ratio (kg feed/kg eggs)
	3.24b
	4.12a
	3.46b
	4.21a
	4.42a
	3.97a
	0.12

	Cost of feed (N/kg)
	64.89
	50.14
	51.64
	50.89
	49.39
	45.64
	0.12

	Cost of production (N/kg eggs)
	210.25
	206.58
	178.67
	214.25
	218.30
	181.19
	-

	Mortality 
	1
	2
	1
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Egg Quality Indices
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Egg weight 
	62.12
	62.71
	57.47
	59.51
	60.85
	59.66
	1.61

	Egg shell thickness (mm)
	0.43
	0.47
	0.46
	0.43
	0.42
	0.44
	0.01

	Yolk index
	0.47
	0.41
	0.42
	0.44
	0.41
	0.43
	0.03

	Albumen index
	0.13
	0.13
	0.12
	0.14
	0.12
	0.10
	0.02

	Haugh unit
	92.15b
	93.29ab
	89.74bc
	97.96a
	88.23bc
	85.36c
	1.64


abc Means within a row with different superscripts are significantly different (P<0.05)
