
OIE AMR & AMU 
standards and activities

Dr Jorge Pinto Ferreira
Deputy Head, Antimicrobial Resistance and Veterinary Products Department  

FAO/WHO/CODEX webinar on FAO and WHO activities to support monitoring and 
surveillance of antimicrobials resistance in the food and agriculture sectors
March 16th, 2021



World Organisation for Animal Health · Protecting animals, Preserving our future | 2

World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE): 2021

§ An 
Intergovernmental 
Organisation

§ Mandate to 
Improve Animal 
Health, Welfare and 
Veterinary Public 
Health  

§ Sets international 
standards 
recognised by the 
WTO

Headquarters
Paris

182
Members

325
Reference Centres

75
Partner organisations

13
Regional & Sub-regional

Representations

World 
Organisation 

for Animal 
Health

For each Member Country:
§ 1 National Delegate to the OIE
§ 8 National Focal Points on specific subject matter, 

one covers Veterinary Products including AMR
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OIE Standards related to AMR and AMU

Terrestrial Animal Health Code
• Ch.6.7. Introduction to the 

recommendations for controlling 
antimicrobial resistance
• Ch.6.8. Harmonisation of 

national AMR surveillance and 
monitoring programmes
(updated in May 2018)
• Ch.6.9. Monitoring of the 

quantities and usage patterns 
of antimicrobial agents used in 
food-producing animals 
(Agreement on definitions)
• Ch.6.10. Responsible and 

prudent use of antimicrobial 
agents in veterinary medicine
• Ch.6.11. Risk analysis for AMR 

arising from the use of 
antimicrobial agents in animals

• Ch.6.2. Principles for responsible 
and prudent use of antimicrobial 
agents in aquatic animals
• Ch.6.3. Monitoring of the 

quantities and usage patterns of 
antimicrobial agents used in 
aquatic animals
• Ch.6.4. Development and 

harmonisation of national AMR
surveillance and monitoring
programmes for aquatic animals
• Ch.6.5. Risk analysis for AMR 

arising from the use of 
antimicrobial agents in aquatic 
animals

Aquatic Animal Health Code
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AMU standards
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Monitoring of the quantities and usage patterns 

Terrestrial Code Chapter 6.8. / Article 6.9.1;

§ The purpose of the recommendations in this chapter
is to describe an approach to the monitoring of the
quantities of antimicrobial agents used in food-
producing animals.

§ In order to evaluate antimicrobial exposure in food-
producing animals, quantitative information should
be collected to monitor usage patterns by animal
species, antimicrobial agents or class
of antimicrobial agents, route of administration and
type of use: veterinary medical (to treat, control or
prevent infectious disease) or non veterinary
medical (including growth promotion).

Terrestrial Code: Chapter 6.8: 
https://www.oie.int/index.php?id
=169&L=0&htmfile=chapitre_ant
ibio_monitoring.htm

https://www.oie.int/index.php?id=169&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm
https://www.oie.int/index.php?id=169&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm
https://www.oie.int/index.php?id=169&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm
https://www.oie.int/index.php?id=169&L=0&htmfile=chapitre_antibio_monitoring.htm
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Monitoring of the quantities and usage patterns 

Aquatic Code Chapter 6.3. / Article 6.3.1;

§ The purpose of these recommendations is to describe
approaches to the monitoring of quantities of antimicrobial
agents used in aquatic animals, including species reared for food
and ornamental purposes.

§ These recommendations are intended for use in the collection of
objective and quantitative information to evaluate usage patterns
by antimicrobial class, route of administration and aquatic
animal species in order to evaluate exposure of microorganisms
to antimicrobial agents

§ The collection of data on the use of antimicrobial
agents in aquaculture may be constrained in some countries by
the lack of available resources, lack of accurately labelled
products, poorly documented distribution channels and lack of
professional consultation or supervision.

Aquatic Code: Chapter 6.3 
https://www.oie.int/index.php?i
d=171&L=0&htmfile=chapitre_
antibio_quantities_usage_patt
erns.htm

https://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm
https://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm
https://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm
https://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm
https://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm
https://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=glossaire.htm
https://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=chapitre_antibio_quantities_usage_patterns.htm
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AMR standards
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Source: https://www.oie.int/index.php?id=169&L=0&htmfile=chapitre_antibio_harmonisation.htm
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Source: https://www.oie.int/index.php?id=171&L=0&htmfile=chapitre_antibio_development_harmonisation.htm
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Source: https://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahm/2.01.01_ANTIMICROBIAL.pdf
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AMU activities 
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OIE List of Antimicrobial Agents of Veterinary Importance:

https://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Our_scientific_expertise/docs/pdf/AMR/A_OIE_List_antimicrobials_July2019.pdf

https://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Our_scientific_expertise/docs/pdf/AMR/A_OIE_List_antimicrobials_July2019.pdf
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Monitoring of the quantities and usage patterns of antimicrobial 
agents used in animals

https://www.oie.int/en/scientific-expertise/veterinary-products/antimicrobials/

Fifth
Report

https://www.oie.int/en/scientific-expertise/veterinary-products/antimicrobials/
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OIE Annual Report on Antimicrobial Agents 
Intended for Use in Animals: Methods Used
METHODS ARTICLE

Front. Vet. Sci., 25 September 2019
| https://doi.org/10.3389/fvets.2019.00317

è Develops the Methodology of the OIE AMU Data Collection and 
the OIE Calculation of the Animal Biomass

OIE AMU Methodology

https://doi.org/10.3389/fvets.2019.00317
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Reporting Option 1

Reporting Option 2

Reporting Option 3

The sections of the OIE Template named ‘Reporting Options’ 1, 2 and 3, collect the quantities of antimicrobial 
agents intended for use in animals. 

ü Antimicrobial classes
ü Type of use*

ü Antimicrobial classes
ü Type of use
ü Animal groups**

ü Antimicrobial classes
ü Type of use
ü Animal groups**
ü Routes of administration

* Type of use: veterinary medical use or growth promotion
**For the purposes of the OIE database, animal groups means: ‘terrestrial food-producing animals’, ‘aquatic food-
producing animals’ or ‘companion animals’
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Interaction with the Countries

681
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Future of the OIE Data Collection:    The AMU Database Project

17

Improving the Countries’ 
ownership of their AMU 
data

Improve data quality and 
accuracy through calculation 
tools and error detection

Involving the Countries 
in the development to 
have a tailored tool to 
their needs

Set up a tool/software to 
help Countries in the OIE 
Annual Data Collecting on 
AMU
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12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France 
www.oie.int

media@oie.int  - oie@oie.int 

Thank you for your attention.
https://doi.org/10.20506/AMR.3138

https://doi.org/10.20506/AMR.3138

